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Thy Sea 


By Grace Smith Packard 


“Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.’’ 
—Exodus 14: 15. 


“* By faith they passed through.’’ — Hebrews 11: 29. 
be ORWARD,” — but the sea is very deep and wide! 
“ Forward,”’ — for Jehovah is thy faithful Guide, 
What though the foe behind exultant cries, 
While at thy feet the swelling waters rise ? 


Behold! the sea rolls back and bares the land, 
(Jehovah holds it in the hollow of His hand)— 
“ By faith” the hosts of Israel pass through ; 


” 4 By faith’ they prove Jehovah’s power anew. 


Triumphant swell the praises of their song ! 

Despair and death to enemies belong. 

Today God works His miracles anew ; — 

Thy sea? Fear not! “By faith” thou shalt pass 


, through. 








On What Do We Base Hope? 


“We are saved by hope.” That was Paul’s stai- 
wart declaration. Paul was looking ahead into the 
future when he said that; he was speaking of the 
bodily redemption that is coming to all believers when 
the Lord comes again. Paul was as certain that Christ 
is coming again asihe was that Christ had come the 
first time. Paul ried in the facts of the Gospel, 
— past facts, and present facts, and future facts. At 
another time he showed that we are saved because 
of certain past facts: “That Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). And as Christ had 
risen from the dead, so there shall rise from the dead 
“they that are Christ’s at his coming.” ‘This glorious 
Christian hope is based on facts as unshakable as the 
Rock of Ages, as unbreakable as the Word of God. 
But the Modernist questions or denies the facts and 
still tries to cling to the hope. On Easter Sunday 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick preached an Easter ser- 
mon over the radio. Said-he: “Whether we take the 
record in the Gospels literally or not,” still we hope. 
With no sure reason for our hope we are to keep 
on hoping!—that is the hopeless hope of the man 
who denies the truthfulness of the Word of God. Dr. 
Fosdick on that glorious Easter Sunday spoke of “The 
unknown future, whereof we are of necessity igno- 
rant of the facts.” No truly believing Christian, thank 
God, agrees with Dr. Fosdick as. to this. We are 
not ignorant of the facts, for God has revealed them 
to us. The Bible is filled with glorious revelations 
of the bright and shining future. “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you.” Thus spake the Lord to his disciples, 
and thus we know. In that same hopeless: Easter mes- 
sage Dr. Fosdick said, a little later, “Let us stick to 
the facts.” By “facts” he was referring to the un- 
\ 





certain observation of the eye and “findings of science.” 
Science. changes its conclusions every year, “but the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever.” Dr. Fosdick 
abandons the facts that God declares, and leaves men 
hopeless. “Be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that 
is in you” (1 Pet. 3:15). . How can we thus be ready? 
By not following “cunningly devised fables,” but by be- 
lieving “the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (2 Pet. 1: 16). 


a 
What is Prayer? 


Prayer means more to God than it means to us. 
It may be hard for us to realize this; but when we re- 
member that God’s love is greater than ours, and his 
eagerness to bless us, and others through us, is greater 
than our eagerness to be blessed and be a blessing, 
we begin to see what our prayers must mean to God. 
“We love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4: 
19). And we pray because it is God’s will that we 
should pray. At a recent Victorious Life Conference 
in California, Dr. W. P. White of the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles and Mr. Trumbull of THe SuNpay 
ScHoot Times were on the platform together, and 
Dr. White was asked to lead in prayer. He did so in 
an unusual prayer of searching insight, illurnination, 
and pleading intercession. After the prayer had been 
offered and the hearts of many surely touched by it, 
Mr. Trumbull turned to Dr. White and said, “God 
gave you that prayer.” And Dr. White replied, with 
simple directness, “It isn’t prayer unless God gives it.” 
What a challenging truth is in that statement! The 
fact that all true prayer originates in the heart of 
God and is conveyed to us by the Holy Spirit, to be 
expressed by us in the name of Christ and carried back 
to God by the Holy Spirits suggests the meaning of 
our Lord’s words: “If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you” (John 15:7). If we would pray 
in the Spirit, we must have presented ourselves a liv- 
ing sacrifice to God, and trust him for his fullness and 
his guidance. Then we can pray, not with anxiety, 


but with boldness and thanksgiving, the prayers that 
God gives us. 
Pat 


Star-Distances and Saviour-Nearness 


Stars are yery beautiful, and very far away. To 
look up into the heavens on a clear night and see the 
countless myriads of glittering stars is an experience 
that never grows commonplace. It is a wonder of 
wonders, placed before our eyes by the Creator as a 
continual reminder of the vastness of his created uni- 
verse and the infinite reaches of his thought and power. 
But stars are very far away. World Evangelization, 
the Prayer Bulletin of the World Dominion Move-. 
ment, notes a statement by Sir James Jeans, whose 
new book, “The Stars in Their Courses,” is thrilling 
reading. He says that if Adam had sent an S.O.S. 
it would not have reached the nearest globular cluster 
of stars yet, and that from the second-nearest star- 
city light had to travel for 900,009 years to reach us. 
These. facts and figures are staggering, quite beyond 
our comprehension, But the writer who comments on 
this quotes with it the following beautiful assurance: 
I need not journey far, this dearest Friend to see, 
Companionship is always mine, He makes His home with 


me. 
I envy not the Twelve; nearer to me is He; _ 
e life He once lived here on earth He lives again 
in me. 


The Lord Jesus Christ, who created and placed the 
stars, ascended far beyond and above them in his 
resurrection. body after he had lived and died on this 
earth; and just before he passed through the vast 
heavenly universe, going by that “second-nearest star- 
city,” he said to ‘his disciples, “Lo, I am with you 
alway.” Our prayers are carried in his name to the 
throne of God, which is a great deal farther awa’ 
than that star-city from which it takes almost a mil- 
lion years for light to reach us. But our prayers in 
Christ’s name travel faster than light. God’s assur- 
ance is: “He shall call upon me, and I will answer 
him” (Psa. 91:15). Better still for swiftness: “Be- 
fore they cali, I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear” (Isa. 65:24). 


Love Known by its Opposites 


tianity is. When we insist on packing it all into 

a convenient phrase we make it too small. But 
sometimes we can see quite clearly what it is by see- 
ing what it is not. We know in a minute, sometimes, 
that something is its opposite. The real thing comes 
back to us with new force. Paul once spoke of how 
the great Christian truths took on fresh power when 
exhibited among the heathen. In that world its out- 
lines became sharper and clearer. 

Something of this kind is true with that great mat- 
ter of love to which everybody renders lip service 
without asking too definitely what it is. In a general 
way we do not mean to be found wholly lacking in it, 
We all assume that we have it, but we do not like 
any too well to bring it to book. Perhaps we assume 
that we have it because- we are not particularly con- 
scious of hating anybody. Hate is the most obvious 
opposite of love, the one that everybody can recognize; 
but it is not the main opposite. Most of us may be 
quite unconscious of hating anybody, and yet for all 
that be very far from love. Hate is love’s most viru- 
lent and visible opposite, but the worst havoc and im- 
poverishment is worked by its more insidious and 
pony ge opposites, which perhaps hardly frighten 
us at all. 

Love’s most dangerous opposite is self-absorption. 
Without our knowing it, our life, our thoughts, our 
planning, our values, our judgments may all have 
to do with our own interest and welfare. In their 
way they are all respectable enough, and there may 
be no one at hand to tell us that this is the danger- 
zone where most of life’s great defeats occur. Dean 
Farrar once spoke of those whose Christianity was 
only “a slightly expanded egotism.” The phrase chal- 
lenges us all. We may keep the name of Christian 


[' IS not always possible to say clearly what Chris- 
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a long time without noticing that our life is becoming 
one great intake and no great outgo. If we used to 
be quick to respond to great appeals, and asked our- 
selves readily and modestly what we could do about 
it, it was then that love,. even though we did not 
call it by that name, was more prevalent in our lives. 

Perhaps one of the most vital evidences of love 
having fled the scene is in just this fact that now 
we are so quickly bored by things or people. Even 
Marcus Aurelius, not a Christian at all, but who tried 
to fashion his life on greater principles than the world 
around him recognized, day after day fought this un- 
generous inclination to be bored by people, to dismiss 
them quickly and get them and their tiresome affairs 
out of the way. He was. always checking the too 
ready temptation to be done with their uninteresting 
talk and affairs, and so again and again he set it down 
among the things that he must do, that he must 
school himself and call back his thoughts, forever 
wandering to his own interests, and compel himself 
to hear and give attention to the interests of others. 
It took all there was.in him to:do it. There is no 
more powerful opposite of love than just this easy 
boredom with the needs of others. Often we do not 
recognize that what makes us call certain other per- 
sons loving persons is just this: their readiness to give 
attention to, and put up with, and hear out, the very 
uninteresting details of somebody else’s drab situa- 
tion. Their love took the form of refusing to be bored. 

When Paul was thinking of the plight of his friends 
the Philippians, he finally fastened upon Timothy as 
just the best thing he could possibly do for them, and 
he said that he was going to send him, “For I have 
no man likeminded, who’ wilf naturally care for your 
state.” Everybody else would soon be tired of the 
situation, but he could count on Timothy to be inter- 
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ested in it. An American who was unexpectedly in- 
vited to dine at Lambeth Palace with the late Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Davidson, said that he was 
filled with awe at the thought of the vast world-wide 
interests and responsibilities of this man. His hands 
had crowned the King, he was surrounded with a 
courtly throng, the Palace was saturated with history. 
All that could give a man importance and, if he let it, 
aloofness and engrossment and fatigue, was there to 
give excuse for this. “Some of the most important 
people of the Empire were there to tempt him to 
dismiss all but the most important concerns. But right 
in the midst of it all, “with thronging duties pressed,” 
the Archbishop took a chair apart, sat down with this 
guest, forgot all else, and for an hour poured out his 
interest and concern and anxiety about a handful of 
distressed and scattered and persecuted individuals in 
a distant part of the world, calling them by name, and 
seeking some way to do something for them. And 
the guest said afterward that all he could think of 
was those words about Timothy, “I have no man like- 
minded, who will naturally care for your state.” 
We are inclined to identify love with easy and visible 
signs of ‘affection. But there are many who cannot 
give those signs easily or readily, and so too easily 
count themselves out of the possibility of loving. But 
probably by far the greater part of the loving service 
of the world more often takes the form of being will- 
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ing to “bother” about people than any other forny 
The reluctance to be “bothered’’ is love’s most frequent 
opposite. Enough of that and the world is soon chilled. 
Perhaps the love that now hangs like a halo around 
parents and our early home more often took the form 
of willingly-borne fatigue and patience, and just being 
willing to be bothered with our little interests_and our 
exacting personalities, than any other form. And 
probably the homes that are looked back upon without 
rapture were not those where there was any cruelty, 
or perhaps even harshness, but where there was self- 
absorption, and one got used to thinking his small needs 
of no importance and so carried them off to be cealt 
with alone as best one could» Many a parent now, 
looking back, wishes, oh, so bitterly that no matter 
what it had cost he had been capable of taking pains 
that for the moment might have been unpalatable, or 
that he had listened without weariness, or had made 
himself give time and take an interest. He knows 
now that these, and not only the willingness to caress, 
would have been the most substantial forms of love. 
No matter if one does not feel the loving glow he 
would prefer, or the spontaneity and enthusiasm which 
would be so welcome to him, he can sti” find his way 
back into what will count for a loving life if he will 
bring himself down to accepting and employing these 
modest forms by which, after all, most that we now 
recognize as love has found its way into our world, 





Should Civil Waf Mlustrations Be Used? 


I have been a subscriber to Tue Sunpay ScHoor 
Times for several years; and at the present time 
I pay for several extra subscriptions that are sent 
to my friends. I never lose an opportunity to com- 
mend the paper to others. 

I am somewhat of a “shut-in,” and depend largely 
for my spiritual help on my reading; and of this 

ing, Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times has been an 
important part. I am saying this by way of intro- 
duction. 

I suppose you have thousands of subscribers’ in 
the South. My home is in Atlanta. 


In your issue of April 25 the inclosed iliustration 
appeared in your Round-Table.’ I feel that I must 
say that it see nf to me exceedingly unfortunate that 
it should have m selected for your paper. It is 
a matter of great regret that after sixty-five or sev- 
enty years the South should not be allowed to forget 
the bitterness and desolation that followed the Civil 
War. Surely, with the multitude of illustrations 
available, something more fitting might have been 
chosen. It seems to me that the use of this inci- 
dent as an illustration of thé Master’s words, “Oc- 
cupy till I come,” is sacrilegidus, General Sherman’s 
march to the sea involved the burning of Atlanta- 
and, according to his own report (page 403 in For- 
man’s Advanced American History) in Georgia alone 
there was 100 million dollars loss and destruction 
of property, of which 80 million was absolute loss, 
the rest being made use of by the Northern army. 
Any part of a military campaign, involving such 
waste, such misery and human suffering, should not, 
I think, be compared even remotely to the construc- 
tive efforts of those trying to obey Christ’s injunc- 
tion, “Occupy till I come,” and the glorious triumph 
of righteousness that will prevail at His coming.— 
A North Carolina reader. 


The illustration in the Rotind-Table was as follows: 


Our Commander's Signaled Promise.—Occupy till J 
rar (v. 13), In Sherman’s march from Chatta- 
m to Atlanta and the sea, General Johnston was 
removed from his command by the Confederates and 
his army given to the impetuous General Hood. Hood 
at once marched’ to the rear of Sherman, threatening 
his communications and base of supplies at Allatoona, 
which commanded the pass through the mountains, 
Sherman sent an order to one of his lieutenants, 
Corse, to proceed to Allatoona. He himself went as 
far back as Kenesaw Mountain, and from that emi- 
nence on the clear October day could see plainly the 
smoke of battle and hear the faint reverberation of 
the cannon. His flag officer at made out the 
letters which were being wi from the garri- 
son at Allatoona, “Corse is here.” This was a great 
relief to Sherman, who then heliographed his famous 
message, “Hold the fort, I am coming.” Among the 
soldiers in Sherman's army was a young officer, 
Major Whittle, who related the incident to P. P. 
Bliss, the famous evangelist. Taking this incident as 
his inspiration, Bliss wrote the once well-known 
hymn, “Hold the fort, for I am coming.” The hymn 
thus inspired has genuine Christian truth in its lines. 

Church is to occupy until Christ comes.—From 
Christ Life. 


Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times welcomes friendly 
criticisms of this sort. The Southern reader raises 
the question whether we are not yet too near to the 
days of the Civil War to be able to refer to its 
events without the stirring of partisan feeling. In view 
of the fact that the illustration referred to appeared 
originally in Christ Life magazine, edited by Dr. 
Howard A. Banks, who was formerly Associate Edi- 


tor of THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes, the Editor has 
asked Dr. Banks whether he, as a Southerner and a 
North Carolinian, might like to say a word about it, 
and Dr, Banks has replied in the following interest- 
ing letter: 


“The will of God has exiled me to live in the North- 
land, though North Carolina and the South have 
always held my heart. Our family doubtless suffered 
as much as any from living. on a soil blood-soaked 
with fratricidal strife. My father was the chaplain 
of a South Carolina battery of artillery. My mother 
was a young girl in Columbia when Sherman burned 
it, and her father, a Northerner, never got over the 
loss of his fortune. My wife’s father was a trooper 
in Forrest’s Cavalry in Tennessee. He lost a hundred 
slaves by the Emancipation Proclamation, though a 
number refused to leave the plantation after freedom. 
My wife’s mother-attended the funeral of three bril- 
liant brothers, Huguenot-descended, whose bodies were 
brought home from Virginia battlefields. They were 
all buried the same day in the old home church yard 
at Chester, S. C.—one a physician, another a law- 
yer, the third a business man. Perhaps one may be 
pardoned for these personal references, cited merely 
to indicate the average war experience of Confederate 
families. 

“The will of God is always a good will, and it 
has been a blessed experience to live in ‘Yankeeland’; 
to discover that the South does not have a mcnopoly 
on real hospitality (though it does on the making 
of real corn bread); to form the rockribbed Chris- 
tian friendships of middle and older life with men 
whose fathers fought on the Northern side. Erlisted 
years later in the warfare ag&inst ‘principalities and 
powers’ by the side of Dr. Charles G. Trumbull on 

HE SuNDAY ScHooL Tres staff, it seemed a fine 
coincidence. that both were sons of chaplains; Henry 
Clay Trumbull rendered conspicuous service as such 
for the Union. The writer was a small boy with his 
bare feet dangling over the edge of the pew in the 
old First Presbyterian Church in Charlotte when Dr. 
Arnold DeWelles Miller, of blessed memory, was re- 
fusing to speak in Session meetings to one of his 
elders, Dr. E. Nye Hutchison, Northern-born, also 
of blessed memory, and uncle of Dr. Stuart Nye 
Hutchison, minister of the East Liberty Presbyterian 
Church of Pittsburgh. But that was Lalf a century 
behind us. 

“Not only has this sectional bitterness for the most 
part passed away, but the day has come when. the 
romance of the Civil War belongs to all of us alike. 
The South has a proprietary ‘interest in Lincoln and 
Grant, and the North in Lee and Jackson. There is 
a sort of glamour there that can be shared by all sides. 
May I remind our good friend from the South that 
at Gettysburg, which decided the Civil War, there 
were more soldiers from Pennsylvania and North 
Carolina than from any other States on either side? 
And that many a brother in pioneer days left Penn- 
sylvania to settle in North Carolina? Gettysburg was 
a battle of brothers. I can admire my brother’s 
prowess even when I am personally testing his mettle. 

“It is this sharing of these common thrills, and 
victories and defeats, that would seem to justify the 
use of Sherman’s campaign achievement™in the” illus- 
tration referred to above. What other illustration 
could match it to teach occupancy till He come? It 
is not as easy to get an illustration that applies as 
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the Southern friend imagines. Surely Southern folk 
can be broad enough not to think bitterly-over a-war. 
illustration upon which the Holy Spirit has set his 
seal. The illuminating Spirit has done this in a re- 
markable way with this very illustration. The clip- 
ping which the Southern subscriber quotes shows how 
P. P. Bliss’ song came out of the incident. Doubt- 
less scores. and hundreds in the old Moody and Sankey 
revival days have been taught the Blessed Hope in 
the singing of ‘Hold the Fort.’ 

“But more than this. The illustration was used 
in the conclusion of.a sermon preached by Dr. Clar- 
ence Edward Macartney in the well-rounded-out tes- 
timony to the. historic faith which he. gives in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh. In order 
to give the preaching of this truth a still wider reach, 
the writer was~led to publish part of the sermon, 
including the illustration, in Christ Life, and entitled 
it, because Dr. Macartney had announced no particular 
title, “The Second Advent the Goal of History.” ~ Dr. 
James M. Gray was attracted to it and republished 
it in the Moody Bible Institute Monthly. So was 
Editor Wilson, of Grace and Truth, organ of the 
Denver Bible Institute, and it was republished there. 
So.was Dr. W. M. Pettingill, who reprinted it in his 
Just a Word.* The fact that all these Christian editors 
were impressed to use it seems to be good evidence 
that the Spirit himself considered the illustration 


. well worth using. Could it indeed then be called 


‘sacrilegious’ ? 

“Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times Civil War. illustra- 
tions are not one-sided. I had the privilege not long 
ago of telling in its Family Worship department, in 
brief compass, the story a Baptist preacher told in 
a little North Carolina mill chapel. He was preach- 
ing about our Lord in Gethsemane. _The story con- 
cerned General Robert E. Lee, and, he thought, Gen- 
eral Hood, although he was not quite sure about the 
latter, —it might have been some other Confederate 
general. A battle was raging. The key position was 
an artillery crowned hill. The Federals controlled 
it. General Lee called a courier: ‘Give my regards 
to. Colonel Brown,’ he directed, ‘and tell ‘him I said 
to take that hill.” The courier returns, salutes, and 
says, ‘General, Colonel Brown has just been killed.’ 
‘Then make my compliments to Colonel Smith, com- 
manding such a brigade, and tell him_I said to take 
that hill.’ Again the courier returns, ‘General, Colonel 
Smith has been fatally wounded.’ ‘Well, give my 
love to General Hood, and tell him I said to take 
that hill” ‘Soon Hood’s- regiments. were sweeping 
up the bloody slopes, capturing the batteries and turn- 
re! the guns on the men who were recently manning 
them. 5 

“Tt was a bold illustration; it might at first blush 
seem to be ‘sacrilegious’ to use it in connection with 
so sacred a subject as Gethsemane; and yet no North- 
ern readers of the Trmes seem to have protested that 
it was in this or in any other way offensive. Is it 
not effective?. Did not Father summon the angelic 
courier and tell him to-speed with his love to the suf- 
fering Son with the battle message to take the hill of 
‘Calvary? 

“Would it be best to ban the use of the following 
illustration from James H. McConkey’s ‘Way of Vic- 
tory’ for the reasons-under discussion? - He. is loved 
all down the Atlantic seaboard into the deep South, 
where he formerly had a gracious teaching ministry. 
He is illustrating the truth that victory over sin will 
come as we claim our emancipation over sin (Rom. 
6:22); that we are emancipated as saved sinners 
whether or not we have believed or acted upon the 
fact. He says (on page 21): 

“*Shortly. after the Civil War a Northern woman 
came. South to visit some friends. She stopped at 
a little wayside hotel for entertamment. There she 
was waited on by a colored woman’ who had beer 
a slave. The service was careless, listless, and inat- 
tentive, As this went on the Northern woman became 
nettled. Finally she burst out with: “Auntie, is this 
the way you treat people who have set you freé?” 
The woman made no reply but left the room. By 
and by she returned. Her whole demeanor was 
changed. Her. figure, was erect, her eyes were flash- 
ing, and. her voice was full of tears as she cried out 
with great emotion, “Oh, Missus, is we free? Is 
we really free?” The Emancipation Proclamation 
had really set her free. But she was as much a slave 
as though that document had never been issued. For 
she had. not believed it. Her failure of faith meant 
failure of freedom. Multitudes of Christians dre in 
the same plight.’ 2 

“The value of these war-time illustrations lies on 
the surface. It is not spiritually healthful to go too 
deep into them. It would be too much like digg’ng 
into a grave. Lincoln and Sherman, Lee and Hood, 
with all their greatness or goodness, one or the other 
or both, were men who like all of Adam’s breed have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. So were 
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David. But the lives of 
these imperfect men of old often set forth in type the 
perfections of the coming Sinless One. What the 
Spirit of inspiration did in Bible times with incidents 
in the lives of the patriarchs, the Spirit of illumina- 
tion seems sometimes to be doing today with incidents 
in the lives of men of our own era,” i 
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What We Saw on Our Way 


First news of The Sunday School Times tour 











to Palestine 


By Philip E. Howard, Jr. 














HE goal of our long sea voyage is almost in 
sight. For eighteen days our SuNpDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs party of thirty-two persons has been sailing 
steadily on toward Palestine, and. now we are only 
twenty-four hours from Jaffa where we are to disem- 
bark. 

We left New York on the Patria on Thursday, 
May 21, and after stopping at Boston on the following 
day we steamed out upon the Atlantic. For three 
days we pitched and rolled in a fairly heavy sea. The 
wind whipped the white crests from the waves and 
flung the spray high up on the upper decks, and the 
gales kept up a steady humming in the sparse rigging. 
There were many vacant seats in the dining saloon 
at meal times, and in our Sunday morning service 
we could not stand for the singing. But the weather 
soon cleared and ever since we have sailed on a calm 
sea under blue sky. 

We have united in our Sunday morning services. and 
in two other meetings held especially for the Second 
and Third Class passengers, With another party of 
Christian people journeying to the Holy Land under 
the auspices of the Wicker Tours and led by Pro- 
fessor J.. McKee Adams, Ph.D.; head of the Depart- 
ment of Biblical Introduction, Southern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. While we were 
crossing the Atlantic the Trmes party. gathered every 
afternoon to study the Scriptural background’ of the 
places to be visited in Palestine. Dr. Adams, who 
spent over a year in special. study in the Holy Land, 
has been giving lectures every morning; and at his 
kind invitation many members of the Times party 
have attended and greatly profited by his addresses. 


We Stop At the Azores 


The island of San Miguel in the Azores appeared 
on the horizon on Thursday, May 28, and its green 
hills dotted with pink and white houses were a wel- 
come sight. As the ship was much delayed early in 
the voyage by fog, we were allowed only an hour on 
shore at the picturesque town of Ponta Delgada. But 
the hour was filled with interest through the kind- 
ness and forethought of Mr. Kenneth L. Cox, a British 
missionary, who arranges for the visits of the parties 
of the Travel Institute of Bible Research. In five 
American automobiles we were taken to see one of 
the island’s many pineapple gardens. Then we went 
to the little mission church which Mr. and Mrs. Cox 
have had charge of for eleven years. The time was 
too short for a service, but little Oliver Cox, eight 
years old, sang us a-_hymn, first in English, then in 
Portuguese, of which his father had written both the 
words and music. @évery one was much touched as 
the little fellow stood in the plain wooden pulpit 
against the white wall and sang in a soft, clear voice, 
while his father played the organ. Mr. Cox’s own 
English translation’ 6f the hymn is as follows: 


God so loved the world, that 

His own Son He gave; 

So Christ died on Calv’ry 

Guilty man to save; 

Now whosoever on Jesus believes 
Pardon and life everlasting receives; 
And such will perish never, 

But dwell with God forever. 


There are three children in the Cox family. Joyce, 
fourteen years old, is attending school in England, 
while Clement and Oliver go to school in Ponta Del- 
gada. Mr. and Mrs. Cox are the only Protestant 
missionaries on San Miguel, which has a population 
of about 125,000.’ Their church now numbers between 
thirty and forty members, though at ore time the 
membership was larger. - 

The time fost in the first days of the voyage, on 
account of fog and delays at New York and Boston, 
made us very late in arriving at the other ports of 
call, Lisbon, Portugal; Naples, Athens, and Crete. 
But though this caused some inconvenience, it gave 
us views of islands and harbors at sundown, or in 
bright moonlight, or in star-lit darkness, that we 
shall never forget. 

We approached Lisbon, Portugal, up the Tagus 
River late one evening. Small tugs saluted us, red 
and green.shipping lights gleamed softly over the 
water, the lights of the city twinkled on the shore, and 
a full moon in a cloudless sky poured its light down 
upon river and city and mountain. We docked at 
midnight, but in spite of the lateness of the hour all 
were anxious to see the beautiful city of Lisbon. We 
drove to the top of a hill 750 feet above the sea, and 
a magnificent panorama spread out before us. The 
town, with its white houses and tiled roofs, sloped 
rapidly away from us and stretched far out to. the 








For many months a number of Sunday School 
Times readers looked forward to a trip to Pales- 
tine this summer under the auspices of the Travel 
Institute of Bible Research. It has now become a 
reality, and thirty-two people, most of them Times 
readers, have had the great privilege of visiting 
the Holy Land. In this first of several articles, 
Mr. Howard, who accompanied the party, tells of 
the happy experiences and bright scenes of the 
voyage to Palestine. 








river. On a near-by hill up against the sky stood an 
old castle. Across the river were hills and moun- 
tains. On the summit of the hill just behind us were 


two gnarled trees nearly eight hundred years old, and 
near them were houses showing the bullet marks of 
various revolutions. 

The far-famed Bay of Naples, as we entered it at 
sundown four days later, brought many new pictures 
to store away in the memory. The brown slopes of 
Vesuvius rose above the harbor, and billows of gray- 
ish white smoke floated lazily out from the crater. 
Again we had a fine drive on good roads overlook- 
ing the sea, and we were taken to an inactive crater 
called Little Vesuvius. In spots the dusty floor of 
the crater was actually warm to the touch, and if 
one stamped heavily upon the ground it gave out 
a hollow sound. Here and there were pits of boiling 
black mud, sending out sulphurous steam. 

At Naples three new members joined our party. 
Up to that point it had numbered twenty-nine, but 
there are now thirty-two. The names of the mem- 
bers: are as follows: the Rev. Edward H. Bishop, New 
Brunswick, N. J.; Miss Louise F. Boes, Junnar, West- 
ern India; Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Bowen, New York 
City; Miss Jessie Bright, Plymouth, Mass.; Miss 
Marie Burman, New York City; the Rev. Millard S. 
Cairns, Danville, Ill.; Mrs. T. A. Cary, and her son, 
T. A. Cary, Jr., Richmond, Va.; Mrs. R. J. Fleming 
and her daughter, Miss R. V. Fleming, Toronto, Can. ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman W. French, and their daugh- 
ters, Grace and Mildred, Randolph, Mass.; the Rev. 
William Horst, New York City; Mr. James H. 
Hunter, Toronto, Managing Editor of The Evangeli- 
cal Christian; Cornelia Knauer, M.D., Chicago; Mr. 
Cyrus D. Lawrence, Meskanaw, Saskatchewan, Can.; 
Mr. and Mrs. I. H. Logue, Pateros, Wash.; Mrs. 
J. M. Munro, and her son, J. Ker Munro, Wiarton, 
Ont., Can.; Miss Freda J. Schnell, New York City; 
Miss Lula Smith, Baltimore; the Rev. Lawrence Sohl, 
Waverly, Iowa, and his sister, Miss Elizabeth Sohl, 
Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. John Venhuizen, Chicago; 
Dr. Martin Wyngaarden, Professor of Old Testa- 
ment, Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, 
Mich.; Roos Wallis, Malvern, Pa.; and the writer. 


The climax of the voyage thus far was the visit to ° 


Athens. On Friday, June 5, in the evening, we 
anchored in the harbor of Pirzus, the seaport of 
Athens. At six the following morning we went ashore 
in small boats and set out for Athens, about eight 
miles away, in six American cars. 


“The Glory That Was Greece’”’ 


Soon after we entered the city we visited the site of 
the ancient temple of Jupiter. As far as is known 
it was the second largest Greek temple, and fifteen 
immense Corinthian columns still remain. From there 
we drove to Mars Hill, from which we had a_fine 
view of the city and the distant sea in the early 
morning sunlight. As we stood on the spot where 
Paul preached his eloquent sermon to the cultured 
Athenians, we sang a verse of “Jesus Shall Reign 
Where’er the Sun,” Mr. Bishop read Acts 17: 16-34, 
and we were led in prayer by Mr. Cairns. 

A short distance from Mars Hill and rising some 
three hundred feet above the city of Athens is the 
Acropolis. Dr. D. Lorenz, in his book, “The 
New Mediterranean Traveller” (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $5), which many of us are using, 
says that the Acropolis presents “in its ruins the finest 
picture of the art of antiquity.” As we climbed the 
long steep flights of steps to the summit, we saw 
many examples of the sculpture and architecture that 
Edgar Allan Poe called “the glory that was Greece.” 
But the dominating feature of the Acropolis, and in- 
deed of the city of Athens itself, is the colossal and 
well-preserved Parthenon, dedicated in 438 B. C.. to 
the worship of the virgin goddess, Athena Parthenos. 
It has fifty life-size statues, one hundred Doric col- 
umns, and 524 feet- of frieze work. .The inner sanc- 


tuary once held the statue of the goddess, thirty-nine 
feet high and fashioned in ivory and gold. The build- 
ing has served in turn as a pagan temple, a Christian 
church, and a Mohammedan mosque. Today it stands 
silent and empty, its roof open to the sky, a pathetic 
monument to the restless longing of the human heart 
which cannot rest until it finds peace with the true 
God, “Who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,” 
and who “hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son,” 

While we were in the harbor of Pirzus, the Pan- 
cretan Union in America, of which there were two 
hundred and fifty members on board, gave a dinner 
on the Patria to Premier Venizelos of Greece. It 
was an interesting sight to see the fine uniforms of 
many Greek army officers, the quaint costumes of 
certain guards, the brilliantly decorated dining saloon, 
the many guests, and the fine looking white-bearded 
Premier himself at the head of the tables. The mem- 
bers of the Pancretan Union “were welcomed home to 
the Island of Crete when we made a brief stop there 
night before last. Many boats crowded with children 
and grown-ups came out to meet them, and there 
was much waving of flags and singing of national 
songs. 


In the Straits of Messina 


Perhaps the most beautiful scenes that we have 
looked upon thus far were in the Straits of Messina 
through which we passed a few days ago. There was 
brilliant sunlight, a cool breeze, a cloudless sky, and 
the really blue Mediterranean. On one side were the 
shores of Sicily, and on the other the shoreline of 
Italy, both picturesque and seeming very near. Fish- 
ing schooners heeled over in the breeze and passed 
close to us. Gulls skimmed gracefully over the water. 
The passengers were allowed to go up on an upper 
bridge and a small navigation deck, and it was a 
bright, cheerful scene as they stood there in the morn- 
ing sunlight among _the shining brass instruments and 
white paint, laughing and chatting, gazing at the 
beautiful shores with field glasses, and making pic- 
tures. Far away on the Sicily horizon towered the 
snow-streaked summit and sides of Mt. Etna, with 
a trail of smoke floating out over the mountains. 

The ship is all a-bustle now in preparation for the 
landing in a few hours at Beirut, and tomorrow we 
disembark at Jaffa. 


BeErrut, Syria. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















They murmured against her (Mark 14:5). 


‘ .is the same word, enebrimonto, used . of 
Jesus at the grave of Lazarus (John 11: 38). Our 
Lord was wrought into indignation at death and its 
horrors: the disciples at the beautiful tribute of a 
woman to Jesus. The poor have often been an excuse 
for neglecting Christ, as among socialists and social 
workers. In the twelfth chapter of Mark, the poor 
woman sacrificed her two mites; in the fourteenth, 
the rich woman her very precious personal treasure. 
Both were praised. “Cast more in than all’; “She 
hath wrought a good work,” kalon ergon. 


Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? (Matt. 18: 21.) 


ETER may have suggested the number seven as 

the term‘cf forgiveness in view of the fact that 
the seventh year was the year of ransom, of jubilee, 
of aphesis. Our Lord retorted seventy times seven. 
Some have seen in this an allusion to the words of 
the antidiluvian Antichrist, Lamech, who, when the 
subject of revenge was broached, burst out with, “If 
Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventh 
and sevenfold” (Gen. 4:24). 

But our Lord did not say seventy and seven but 
seventy times seven. Now seventy times seven are 
four hundred and ninety. Here is perhaps an allu- 
sion to the 490 years that had just closed, the Sev- 
enty Weeks of Daniel 9, which ushered in the period 
of grace and forgiveness. The time is fulfilled: the 
kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Therefore is the king- 
dom of Heaven likened unto a certain king, who was 
moved with compassion and forgave. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Editor’s Pacific Coast Conferences 


SERIES of Victorious Life Conferences | to 
be conducted by the Editor of THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Times, Charles G. Trumbull, has been cr- 
ranged for the Pacific Coast this summer as shown 
in the schedule below. The prayers of THe SuNDAY 
Scuoot Times Family are earnestly desired for God’s 
blessing on these meetings; the pastors of the churches 
named and the Editor will be grateful to readers if 
they will announce these conferences in their own 
churches and among their friends. The Editor hopes 
to meet ‘many of the Times readers during the meet- 
ings, and if possible a separate meeting for Times 
subscribers will be arranged at each place, for per- 
sonal fellowship and conferring together on matters 
of mutual interest. 
July 19-26.—Paso Robles;Cal., First Baptist Church, the 


Rev. Rex A. Mitchell, pastor; Atascadero, Church of the 
Living Word, Dr. Leroy St. John, pastor. These churches 
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are about ten miles apart, and meetings will be held daily 
in both churches, afternoon and evening meetings alternat- 
ing between the two. 

July 28 to August 2.—Berkeley, Cal., First Presbyterian 
Church, Dr. Lapsley A. McAfee, pastor. 

August 36 to September 4.—Seattle, Wash., First. Presby- 
terian Church, Dr. Mark A. Matthews, pastor. 

September 6-10.—Victoria, British Columbia, Central Bap- 
tist Church, the Rev. J. B, Rowell, pastor. 


Further information -about these ¢onferences may 
be had by writing the pastors of the churches. 


Victorious Life Conferences at America’s Keswick 
(Keswick Grove, N. J.) as already announced in 
several issues of the Times, will be held every other 
week, from the Student Conference beginning June 
20 until the Labor Day -Week-end Conference bdegin- 
ning September 4; information may be had by writing 
to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80-82 Stafford 
Building,. 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Why he left his faith— and all faith 





I Discuss Atheism with a Jew 





By an ex-Atheist 


The series ‘'What Atheism Does to the Atheist,’’ in which this article is the fifteenth, will be concluded in an 
; early issue of the Times, 


MET A. Levin, a Jewish friend of former days, 
| at his place of business on his arrival there at 

nine o'clock one morning. I had made the appoint- 
ment with him by telephone the evening before. He 

eeted me cordially: “Where have you been all this 
time?” I had not seen him for two decades. After 
iving him a brief account of myself I asked him if 
f coca have a few minutes of his time. 

“I have more time than money,” he said. (Have 
you ever noticed how desperately poor a Jew always 
is?) “What can I do for you?” (I suspect he was 
wondering how m.doh I was going to ask him for.) 

I said I supposed he knew that the atheists had 
an organization and were proposing to recall God 
and put the Bible to a referendum vote. : 

“Yes, I’ve heard something about them,” he admitted. 

“Well,” I said, “I came to get your views as a 
man and as a Jew on atheism.” 

“Come into my office,” he said. I think he felt 
relieved. If that was all I watted he had plenty of it. 

I followed him into his private office and we sat 
down to talk. 

“Now, Levin,” I began, “you’re a Jew. Just what 
do you think about this atheism business? Are you 
for it or against it?” = 

“Before I answer your question,” he said, regard- 
ing me sharply, “let me ask you a question. Why 
do yov ‘ask this question? hat do you want my 
views about atheism for?” . 

I laughed. ‘You haven’t forgotten the old tricks, 
have you, Levin,” I said. 

Let me explain here that Levin and I had been in 
manve@n open-air meeting in my old Socialist days. 
Levn. ‘Was a good propagandist. As a stump speaker 
he was a. success... Keen, , incisive, quick-witted and 
with a dash of humor, he easily held his -audiences. 
And woe be to any. heckler who tried to measure wits 
with him. If anybody shouted a- question at him 
Levin would invariably come back with, “My dear 
sir, before I answer your..question let me ask you a 
question.” . And before the dialogue ended the first 
questioner usually wished he had kept still. 

“Same old bag of tricks,” I laughed. 

Levin smiled in turn. “Well,” he explained, “I 
can answer your question more intelligently if I know 
why you ask it.” Which was perfectly reasonable. 

And this gave me an opportunity of which I was 
perfectly willing to avail myself, that. of telling him 
of my. conversion from materialistic atheism to Chris- 
tianity; I did so at some length, and ended by tell- 
ing him that I was writing something and that I 
wanted to get his part of the symposium. 

“All right,” he said, “now that we have our bear- 
ings I will answer you, And.I will say at once that 
I, don’t take much interest in atheism. If I could 

~walk into that room” (pointing to the door leading 
into another office), “and in five minutes time con- 
vert a thousand men to atheism, I wouldn't do it. It 
wouldn’t be worth that much trouble.” 

“And, on the other hand,” I suggested, “if you 
could as easily turn that many against atheism, would 
you do that?” 

“No,” he said, “I wouldn’t do that, either. 
at everything from the economic standpoint. 


I look 
Athe- 


ists and Christians alike exploit their fellow men 
through their fellow men’s economic necessities. It 
makes no difference what a man believes if he em- 
ploys labor or works for wages.” 

In answer to my question as to how he came to 





quit the faith of his fathers, he told me that he left 
Russia an orthodox Jéw. His family were all ortho- 
dox. One uncle was a rabbi. In this country, be- 
cause of fear of Gentile defilement, he and his family 
were even more strict than in Russia in observing 
the Jewish ordinances, 

For a time he peddled among the farmers in Mis- 
souri. But because of difficulty in observing the 
ordinances as to eating, and so on, he stopped peddling, 
went to Chicago, and hired himself to a Jewish butcher 
at ten dollars a month and board in order that he 
might live and be true to his faith. ; 

But the butcher did things in violation of the ordi- 
nances, and when Levin went to the rabbi with his 
complaints the rabbi condoned the butcher. And so, 
finally, hypocrisy among his own people drove him 
away from the ancient faith, and away from all faith. 

The Bible? It was only the work of men, he had 
come to believe. You could find anything in it you 
were looking for. There were some good things in 
it, but many contradictions and mysteries. 

young lady from the outer office at this moment 
came to the door to say there was a man waiting to 
see him. “Tell him I’ll be out presently,” Levin said. 

I asked him what he thought about the return of 
the Jews to Palestine. 

“TI can’t get up any enthusiasm about it,” he replied. 
“As long as the Italian.runs away from Italy, the 
German from Germany, and so on, why should I get 
excited about a Jewish homeland with no assurance 
that living conditions will be any better there than 
anywhere else? Most of the sweat shops in this coun- 
try where labor, except for the unions, is ground down 
to the starvation point, are. owned -by my race.” And 
he went. on to express surprise that I, whom he had 
considered rather intelligent, should. ask a question 
like that. The prophetic. Word —their. own sacred 
writings — has been made a. dead letter to the Jews 
through spiritualizing. It has been made meaningless 
and has lost its message to them. 

I sounded him out on the ages-long preservation of 
the Jew, but, while cognizant of the fact, he had. no 
opinion to express. “I don’t know why,” he admitted. 
“It’s something I can’t understand, and so I let it 
alone.” 

I couldn’t take any more of his time, and I arose 
to go. j 

“May I use your name?” I asked. 

“No objection,” he conceded, “And I’d like to have 
some copies of your articles... Have you my address?” 

I told him I had his address, and assured him 
I would see that he got copies: of this interview 
and of others of the series. And so, thanking my 
Jewish friend of other days, I shook his hand and 
came away. 

Oh, the blind eyes, the deaf ears, and the parched 
ground! 

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped” (Isa. 35: 5). 

“And the parched ground shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of 
dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds 
and rushes” (v. 7). 

“O Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for thou 
hast fallen by thine iniquity” (Hos. 14:1). 

“T will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely” 


v. 4). 
_“And they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn” (Zech. 12: 10).. 


_own blood upon his 


JULY 18, 1931, 


With Levin I have finished my interviews with my 
radical friends of former days. Many ‘Have died. 
Many I could not reach. Following is a brief digest 
of some of these, as memory brings them to mind. 

Mrs. M. G. (deceased), a brilliant society woman; 
a. striking figure; tall, white-haired, witty, ‘sarcastic; 
who said once, speaking of a Christian worker who 
asked her if she was a Christian, “I told him it was 
none of his business.” | 

F. I. W. was a Congregationalist minister before 
becoming a radical, but who kept his church member- 
ship until his death. The bitter words, “J hate them!” 
(the employing class) and repeated for emphasis with 
all his considerable power as a speaker, I remember . 
as coming from W.’s lips. Strange words coming 
from a minister of the Gospel of peace and divine love! 
I called upon W. a year or so before he died and 
told him of my conversion. As I left he said: to me, 
“I’m glad you’re a Christian; stick to it.” ; 

I recall J. M. Poor Johnny! Separated from 
his wife and children, ill health. came, with unbear- 
able pain. With no God, no: knowledge of prayer, 
and no spiritval help from any source, a bullet fired by 
his own hana was his only “way out.” He was made 
for better things than. anarchy, the. darkness of a 
godless life, and this coe out into eternity with his 

Mrs. B. M.D. (deceased) had once been a school. 
teacher in Kansas. She came to Los Angeles and 
became a radical and Spiritist. She was married--sev- 
eral times. 

Dr. H., prominent physician of Los Angeles and 
active in California State politics, is another figure 
of the past. Avoiding -loss of prestige by publicly 
associating himself with the Socialists, he ~ secretly 
sympathized with and aided them. 

Father , an Episcopalian rector who, wear- 
ing his ministerial robes of white, often addressed 
Socialist meetings. He was a highly educated man. 
At a dinner of radical leaders, with Dr. H. (above) 
at the head of the table and Father. at his. 
right, Dr. H. said: “Father, do you want to ask a 
er: “No,” said Father laughing. 

H. G. W. was a George Bernard Shaw kind of 
man. He was a personal friend of Shaw’s. W. has 
left his name in Los Angeles_as a memorial — a boule- 
vard, a district, etc. He was a publicity genius. 
Following 1896 and 1900 he made several attempts to 
draw William Jennings Bryan into debate, offering 
to pay all expenses. Bryan ignored his letters. For 
years W. was a perennial candidate for Congress as. 
a Socialist. 

I met F. L. when, with a group of Christians, I 
had gone to hold meetings in the wards of the County- 
Farm. After we had shaken-hands he looked con- 
temptuously at the people I was with, and asked: “Are 
you with this bunch?” I said I was and told him 
of my conversion. He stayed for one of our meetings. 
and afterward called upon me. I loaned him Dr. 
Howard A. Kelly’s “A Scientific Man and the Bible.” 
I have never seen L. or the book since. If he follows 
Dr. Kelly’s advice he is welcome to the book. L, 
gave me a Spiritist newspaper from which I quote a 
paragraph or two: 

“Mind is an uncreated psycho-physical autonomic: 
eternal entity, inately possessing the immutable and 
inexorable natural law, being an integral part of the 
inorganic universe. 

“In its involved or germinal state of manifestation, 
being inherently possesses creative potency in potencia, 
and when moved to put forth its.creative power a 
heterogeneous mortal and discarnate manifestation of 
life began.” . 

Will some reader kindly “write: and tell .me what 
all this means?) And the Devil said, “Let there be 
darkness, and there was darkness.” 

I remember N. A. R. My acquaintance with him 
was life-long, for he and I learned infidelity at the 
same college. He graduated a year or so ahead of 
me.. He was a brilliant student, valedictorian of his 
class. I remember him as an athletic, black-haired 
young man. I expected to meet him and tell him of 
my «enversion;*but' death beat me there. R., a white- 
haired old ‘man, died recently as he had lived, an un- 
believer. : 

When I: asked a young lad of thirteen who lives. 
in a small California city the other’ day what school 
study he liked~ best, he said, with swelling pride, 
“Biology.” I never heard of biology; or any of 
other “ologies;” until I went to college. But they’re 
teaching babies -biology. now. And, like Castoria, “the 
children cry. for- it.” It begins with their blocks and 











their A B C’s. “A” stands for anthropology, “B” 
for biology, “C” .for some other “ology.” “M” stands 
for -monkeyology. Science! . Hats off! Bend the 


knee! 

And what are some of the results of this animal- 
istic science? Well, in that town of twenty-five or 
thirty thousand population, in one high school in one 
term recently six school girls in a pregnant condition 
were brought into the “correction room” (only the 
“correction” should have come sooner with some 
wholesome Bible instruction) to face their tearful 
mothers. One term, in one school, in one small city, 
in one state. Now, to be. fair, strike a low average 
and do some figuring. What do you find the awful 
































Lesson for August 2 : 


total to be? 


Does this “scientific,” animalistic, athe- 
istic trend in education pay? 

In this same high school a young unmarried woman 
teacher became pregnant and had to go into temporary 


retirement. In this school it is said to be the custom 
for pupils to address their teachers by their first 
names. The cit¥ is one of upper class American resi- 
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dents. It is a pretty city, with long streets of artistic 
bungalow homes on either side. It has no faintest 
suggestion of slums. It is well supplied with churches 
and theaters. 

Let us, as American citizens, hang our heads in 
shame and confess our sins before God. 


(To be continued) 
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Rebuffs and responses as college students 
are challenged with Gospel truth 


A Christian Students’ League 


By William J. Jones 




















“*It would not be so difficult if there were only one other fellow in my college who believes the Bible and stands 
for Christian things as I do,” said an earnest young man recently at the Student Conference at America’s Kes- 
wick. And it is, indeed, no easy thing to stand alone in these days in school or college where, all too often, both 
class room and social life are directly opposed to God’s Word and Christian truth. Any encouragement, therefore, 
that can be given to students, reared-in Christian homes, to stand fast for the faith once for all delivered to the 


saints, and to seek to win others for Christ in their school or college, is of untold value. 


Mr. Jones, who is Gen- 


eral Secretary of The League of Evangelical Students, tells how the League aims to give just such help and en- 
couragement, and seeks to enroll under its banner every Christian student in a solid front against the destructive 
inroads of the enemy. 


Scriptural teaching to triumph; it does not 
accept a Biblical witness. Its genius is to 
absorb and dissolve all trace of the truth as it is 
in Jesus, and to leave no Gospel in its place.” With 
such words I challenged a group of students to whom 
I appealed to consider the League, of Evangelical 
Students as an effective student testimony for Christ. 
But they were content to ally with Liberal semi- 
naries in a Modernistic student movement. Compro- 
mise was destroying the testimony of that seminary. 
As Secretary of the League of Evangelical Students, 
I set forth our work, in that school and others of a 
similar type, only to find that professors as well as 
students decried the “exclusive” character of our 
movement. Said one teacher, “Dr. Machen is wrong 
when he says that Modernism is not Christianity.” 

With such attitudes prevailing, there seemed little 
hope for support for the League. ; 

But straight into the midst of an outstanding Lib- 
eral seminary I went, praying that the Lord would 
give courage to speak my convictions and to interest 
some students in our movement. ; 

Finally I found my graduate student friend in the 
very hall that I had once visited for a friendly con- 
test of basket ball. Our seminary had won, and that 
against a Liberal institution! But a team-mate and 
I were bent on testifying for our Lord, and we. had 
spoken to one of our opponents about the suréty of 
God’s Word. And now, I did the same thing. The 
response was the same—nothing but blank despair! 

Another theolog had slipped in while we were talk- 
ing, and now both, students were chatting with me. 
The talk was about Christianity, about the authority 
of the Book. After some mention of the Old Testa- 
ment, with its supposed presentation of one God while 
the New Testament was said to present an entirely 
different Person, one of the men brought up the ques- 
tion of social problems in the life of Jesus. Gone 
from his thinking were the doctrines he had once 
claimed, he who indeed was a former seminary class- 
mate of mine. Both the men confessed that they had 
turned from their earlier beliefs, and yet with a tinge 
of regret both expressed a yearning desire forthe 
certainty of belief and hope which their visitor ap- 
parently possessed. To them Jesus was but a social 
leader; He was not the Saviour from sin. They did 
not have the burning conviction that Christ was every 
whit the glorious person of whom the Word spoke! 
What a challenge to those who wish to reach students 
with the living, vital, breathing message of truth! 

I was off to another. school.'-There,. too,,. was the 
need for deeper spiritual living. And away to another 
college where there was but little witness for Christ, 
—#in three months’ time, however, there was a League 


“a HE genius of Liberalism is not to allow clear 


chapter there, ready to labor among its fellow-students. - 


But already student opposition to the group had arisen. 
A few months have passed since my first visit to 
this college, and a return visit has been paid. 
was now working notably. My plan for an overnight 
stay was gloriously turned into His will for a several 
days’ mission. Leaning upon God’s Word and prom- 
ises, I prayed that I might reach men in that school. 
“Bull” sessions, they call the informal midnight gath- 
erings in college dormitories. We had two of them, 
all pointing toward the presentation of Christ as the 
only provision for salvation. The men asked ques- 
tions, poured out their doubts, sometimes utterly sin- 
cere, at other times rabidly bitter. They were met 
honestly and thoughtfully, with humble knowledge of 
the Word and with simple testimony to salvation. At 
midnight, as I stood on the stair, I spoke to one of 
the students, a minister’s son. He had lost out; he 
had lost the joy of communion with Christ. The rea- 
son for his loss was that he had neglected the read- 


“with the Gospel. 


ing of the Scriptures. “You want that which we 
have, or at least apparently have, don’t you? I mean, 
Whom we have?” 

“Yes,” he replied.” 

“Well, then,” I asked, “won’t you read the Bible 
—tonight and give Him a chance?” 

“Yes, I will.” 

Early into the morning I sat and chatted with stu- 
dents who believed the Gospel, yet doubted; with 
those who doubted and did not believe. At fraternity 
houses, or alone in quiet dormitory rooms, I met 
students the next day and the next. They would 
chat at dinner, would gather in groups in the frater- 
nities and listen to the message. Even the professors 
were not immune. Some were stirred by the powerful 
manifestation of the Spirit, some were alarmed, but 
I was enabled to keep on joyously giving out the 
Word of Life. 

After my first visit to that college came a long train 
journey to the South, another chapel talk, a series 
of interviews with good Christian students, and I was 
away on another jaunt to campuses not so favored 
) Everywhere, it seemed, the chill 
hand of a blighting Liberatism had been laid, and 
students were glorying in their “broad-mindedness” 
and their ability to absorb “both sides” of religious 
questions. 

Another round of chapel addresses and conferences, 
and the trip was almost at an end. But right glad 
was I that I did not miss the opportunity at W: 
College. Unannounced except to a few, I came to 
town on a wheezy railway train in order to meet .my 
appointment. -It was Commencement. Little did I 
realize the need of the gown-clad figures that filed 
out of the chapel as I waited for the friend whose con- 
cern for her Alma Mater had invited me to try to 
form .a League group here. 

Only a few young women gathered to hear of the 





League; the men were not to be found. Before long. 


the group became interested in the message. I spoke 
piainly of our work, and in doing so touched upon 
points clearly at variance with their college teaching. 
One after another fired questions at me, now con- 
cerning thig Scripture truth, now regarding that spir- 
itual teaching. There was one student who was deeply 
desirous of holding fast to the Word and its truths, 
but whose ideas had been so distorted that she could 
scarcely see the position to which she had been brought. 
She intended to be a foreign missionary in spite of her 
warped conception of the Gospel. 

“You don’t mean to tell me that the message is the 
only thing we’re to take?” she cried. 

“It is the first object of missions to take the mes- 
sage of salvation from sin; other things must take 
secondary place. If you invert the order, chaos will 
result. That is the trouble today; Liberals are not 
following the Scriptural order of missions, let’ alone 
proclaiming Biblical truth,” I replied. 

“I don’t care, they won’t take the Bible from me!” 
she declared. 

“That’s just what they'll do, if you have those 
views,” was my answer. 

Her companions were much the same. Their ideas 
of regeneration, salvation itself, and, the Bible were 
strangely ignorant. They were firm in their opposi- 
tion, yet at the end of the discussion they all admitted 
that their college classes gave them nothing but a 
Liberal view of Christianity. 

“Tell us where we can get books on the other side,” 
they appealed. And with joy and gladness I coun- 
selled them. 

Unable to return to my room in the city, I “roughed” 
it with some of the college men in their rooms. The 
talk began with college life; it ended with the life 
of the Spirit. Late into the night I talked about the 
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Gospel to my temporary roommate; long after the 
others had retired I listened to him as he told of an 
early “faith, a faith lilee that. of his father. Now, an 
uppercfas$man, in college,.there was a different story, 
the samé story “as that’of-the young women students. 

In the morning it was much the same. One of the 
leaders in the religious life of the school came to 
me for a chat. About all he told me was that “Chris- 
tianity is not a doctrine; it’s a life.” It was easy to 
tell where he had heard such teaching. One fellow 
talked about our being “sons of God, as Jesus’ was.” 
I promptly said, “We are little Saviours, then?” 
“Yes,” was his unmoved reply. 

Half a year has past since most of these visits, 
During that time I have been privileged to visit New 
England schools. ‘Alongside of some vital testimony 
and belief I found the most destructive beliefs. The 
larger the school, it seemed, the greater the defection 
from things Christian. In one college, the only per- 
son I met who believed anything definite about Christ, 
and knew why he believed it, was an Anglo-Catholic 
candidate for the priesthood. He at least said he knew 
that Christ was his Saviour. 

One typical experience will serve to show the tragic 
conditions met on this trip. 

I had been unable to stop long at a State University, 
and felt so keenly disappointed that I asked God not 
to allow me to pass by any opportunity at a certain 
large college to which I was going. My prayer was 
answered in an amazing way. The first student I 
wanted to see turned a deaf ear to the proposal for 
a League work in that institution. Although the son 
of an evangelical missionary he quietly informed me, 
“T’m a Liberal.” He referred me to the Y secretary, 
whom I found cordial enough but frankly opposed to 
our movement. But he admitted the intoleranee of 
the “tolerant” Liberal! He was interested in our ef- 
forts, but gave little encouragement to the formation 
of a chapter — indeed, he said such an attempt would 
be frustrated. So on I went to look for another chap 
whose name I had. 

Unhappily he too was not able to help us form a 
group. Our testimony and work he admired, but he 
confessed that the teaching of the college had caused 
him to lose his faith, “But I still believe in God!” he 
lamented, with an almost pained expression on his 
face. When I told him that Christ wanted him to 
take a stand for Him, and told of the joy of knowing 
Christ, he replied with a catch in his voice, “I want 
what you have.” Vad 

“You may have it,” I said. “Simply take it.” 

My friend directed me to two men who he said 
would be interested in the League, but they were quite 
opposed to it. After telling them of the League and 
its belief in the Bible as the revelation of the mind 
of God, one of them, a ministerial student, asked me 
what I meant by the “mind of God.” I tried to tell 
him; one answer led to another question about the 
Gospel, until a later meeting was arranged for that 
evening. I listened to their doubts and misgivings 
regarding Christianity. When the ministerial candi- 
date had finished asking questions by way of denying 
Scriptural truths, the other took his turn with some 
of the usual criticisms of Christianity. I told them 
the supreme question was, “What will you do with 
Christ?” That once this was answered, once the Spirit 
was theirs, all doubts would be met, ali questions an- 
swered. 

A student asked, “Do you believe in miracles; that 
Christ really walked on the water?” 

I assured him that I did so believe, and with all my 
mind and heart, because I couldn’t trust my soul’s 
salvation to one who is not above nature. 

Then he turned to literary criticism of the Bible, 
always using a Modernist’s book as his weapon. “You 
believe that Moses recorded his own death?” 

At that facetious remark I spoke strongly, saying, 
“When Liberals will be fair and represent evangelicals 
in their true light, then we can get somewhere in our 
discussions.” 

That aroused him so that he had no more objections, 
but simply said: “We've been awfully mean to you, 
asking all these questions. It must be a tough job 
going around to these schools.” 

I agreed with him, saying, “Ii it were not for my 
love for Christ; for his Spirit within; and for my 
love for you fellows, do you suppose I could keep 
up this work?” 

With tears in his eyes he admitted that it could 
not be so. A handclasp and an urgent word to him to 
turn to Christ in all his perplexities, and I was off 
into the night. 

The Christian students mentioned in this article 
represent hundreds of other longing and lonely figures 
in college America. The League tries to band them 
together in a national fellowship, that they may effec- 
tively reach others struggling’ with doubt. and unbelief. 
Nearly forty schools comprise the. League member- 
ship; others are coming into it, and the strong group 
of Christian leaders who now constitute the Board of 
Trustees are acquainting believers with the movement, 
The League welcomes inquiries of any sort, addressed 
to the General Secretary, League of Evangelical Stu- 
dents, Box 455, Wheaton, IIl. : 

WHeaton, ILL, 
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LESSON 5. AUGUST 2. PHILIP’S MISSIONARY LABORS | 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 8 : 5-40 


Golden Text.—Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.—Acts 8: 4 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the iesson helps is verses 26-40 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto 
Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the 
south unto the way that goeth down from 
Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 

27 And he arose and went: and, behold, 
a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great 
authority under Candace queen of the 
Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her 
treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for 
to worship, - : 

28 Was returning, and sitting in his 
chariot read Esaias the prophet. oa 

29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, 
Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 

30 And Philip ran thither to him, and 
heard him read the prophet Esaias, and 
said, Understandest thou /what thou read- 
estf 

31 And he said, How can I, except some 
man should guide me? And he desired 
Philip that he would come up and sit with 
him. 

32 The place of the scripture which he 
read was this, He was led as a sheep to 
the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb be- 
fore his shearer, so opened he not his 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


26 But an angel of the Lord spake unto 
Philip, saying, Arise, and go * toward the 
south unto the way that goeth down from 
Jerusalem unto Gaza: the same is desert. 
27 And he arose and went: and behold, 
a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great au- 
thority under Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure, 
who had come to Jerusalem to worship; 
28 and he was returning and sitting in his 
chariot, and was readi the prophet 
Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said unto 
Philip, Ge near, and join thyself to this 
chariot. 30 And Philip ran to him, and 
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and 
said, Understandest thou what thou read- 
est? 31 And he said, How can I, except 
some one shall guide me? And he be- 
sought Philip to come up and sit with 
him. 32 Now the passage of the scrip- 
ture which he was reading was this, 

He was led as a sheep to the slaughter ; 

And as a lamb before his shearer is 

dumb, : 

So he openeth not his mouth: 

33 In his humiliation his judgment was 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


generation? for his life is taken from the 
earth, 


34 And the eunuch answered Philip, 
and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh 
the propbet this? of himself, or some other 
man 


35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
began at the same scripture, and preached 
unto him Jesus. 


36 And as they went on their way, they 
came unto a certain water: and the eunuch 
said,-See, here is water; what doth hin- 
der me to be baptized? 


37 And Philip said, If thou believest 
with all thine heart, thou mayest. And 
he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. 


38 And he commanded~the chariot to 
stand still: and they went down both into 
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and 
he baptized him. 


39 And when they were come up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no 
more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 

40 But Philip was found at Azotus: 
and passing through he preached in all the 
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34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and 
said, I pray thee, of whom-speaketh the 
prophet this? of himself, or of some 
other? 35 And Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning from this scripture 
? preached unto him Jesus. 36 And as they 
went on the way, they came unto a certain 
water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here 
is water; what doth hinder me to be bap- 
tized?*® 38 And he commanded the chariot 
to stand still: and they both went down 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; 
and he baptized him. 39 ‘And when they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord caught away Philip; and the 
eunuch saw him no more, for he went 


“on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was 


found at Azotus: and passing through :he 
2 preached the gospel to all the cities, till 
he came to Czsarea. 

1 Or, at noon. *Gr., bring good tid- 
ings of. *Some ancient authorities 
insert, wholly -or in part, ver. 37 
And Philip said, If -thou believest 
with all thy heart, thou mayest. And 
he answered and said, I believe that 
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_ lia hin heaonilleston. hia fu Vier His penaration whic chal duchams® cities, till he came to Cesarea. 
taken away: and who shall lare his For his life is taken from the earth. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
BY J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


© LEAD the unsaved scholars to prompt de- 
cision to receive Christ. To lead the saved ones 
to prompt obedience to God in all things. 


Verse by Verse r 

Verse 26.—And the angetiof the Lord. The tenses 
in verse 25 are all imperfects. This is significant. 
It was while they were on their way back to Jeru- 
salem and were preaching in many of the Samaritan 
villages that the angel’s message came to Philip. From 
this it appears that all three men were going back to 
Jerusalem together. It is not said that the angel came 
to Phjlip in a dream. e : 

There are several instances of the ministration of 
angels to the early Church (cf. 5:19; 10:3; 12:7). 
This is in accordance with the general principle that 
seems to run tnrough Scripture. At the beginning of 
every important new epoch, miracle and superhuman 
gec@rences are recorded to have taken place. Then 
thes® ‘occurrences cease and the people of God are left 
to the ordinary circumstances of life. The Christian 
now has a double guide.“ He has God’s Word as a 
lamp to his feet and a light to his path (Psa. 119: 
105), and he has the Holy Spirit (1 John 2:20). 
Angelic guidance therefore is seldom if ever neces- 
sary. 

The way that: qoeth down. Philip would reach the 
place appointed by a shorter way than through Jeru- 
salem. He‘ wotld probably follow the high road as 
far as Gophna and thence strike across countfy south- 
westward to join the road from Jerusalem to Gaza. 
He would be guided as to the exact spot where he 
was to reach the road in the desert. . 

Gasa was the southernmost city of Canaan (Gen. 
10:19), in the portion of Judah (Josh. 15:47), but 
it was soon taken from that tribe by the Philistines 
and is always spoken of as a Philistine city (see 1 
Sam. 6:17). It seems to have been captured by 
Egypt (Jer. 47:1). Alexander the Great too! it after 
a five months’ siegé. It is frequently mentioned in 
the accounts of the Maccabean wars. It was destroyed 
by the Jewish king Alexander Jannzus, 96 B. C., 
and in A. D. 634 it was taken by the first Caliph. 
During the Crusades it was~garrisoned by the.Knights 
Templars, but? finally fell into the hands of Saladin 
after the disastrous battle of Hattin, A. D. 1170. Since 
then it has remained a Mohammedan city. It was 
captured by the British troops in 1917. 

Which ts desert. This refers to the road, not to 
the city as our English version seems to make it. 

Verse 27—Ethiopia. This term was applied by 
the ancient geographers to the vast district lying be- 
tween’ the upper Nile and the Red Sea. It thus in- 
cluded part of what we call the Sudan, Abyssinia, 
and Somaliland. The old Greek geographers never 
prefessed to know how far Ethiopia stretched -toward 
the south, but this territory was divided into ‘more 
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than one kingdom. The realm to which this eunuch 

belonged had its capital at Meroe on the Nile. The 

country was ruled by queens whose title was Candace. 

Similar titles are those of Pharaoh in Egypt, or 
in Rome. 

Eunuch. The very general use of eunuchs in the 
East for offices of confidence and responsibility, and 
the fact that this man was minister to a female sov- 
ereign, makes it probable that he was literally a eunuch. 
Under the old covenant such a man would have been 
debarred from many of the privileges of the house- 
hold of faith (cf. Deut. 23:1), but under the Gospel 
the way into the holiest is thrown open to all, on the 
simple condition of repentance and faith (Acts 20:21). 

Verse 29.—Then the Spirit said. Philip was pro- 
gressing. Perhaps the visible appearance of the angel 
had been needful at first to direct his steps, but now 
as he obeys the one form of divine communication he 
is learning to recognize the voice of the Holy Spirit 
speaking in his conscience. 

Verse 32—The place of the scripture. This was 
clearly Isaiah 53. The sentences are quoted almost 
verbally from the Alexandrian codex of the Septua- 
gint. A comparison with the King James Version will 
ante the differences between the Septuagint and the 

ebrew. 





“ Join Thyself to This Chariot” 
By Amos R. Wells 


df g was splendid, fit for an emperor, 

and in it rode a mighty man, a royal chancellor. 
Now Philip was a lowly soul, an4 trudged along 
the way, yet listened to the amazing word he heard 
the Spirit say. ‘‘ Go near,”* the Holy Spirit said, 
**go confidently near, and join you to this chariot 
without a qualm of fear."* Whate’er the Holy Spirit 
bids is wise and safe and true; and there’s one only 
danger,— his word to fail to do: So Philip haled 
the chancellor, and ask him what he read. So he 
explained Isaiah, and doubts and queries fied. And 
so he told of Jesus, God’s high-beloved Son, the 
Crucified, the Glorified, the only Saving One. And 
so as on they journeyed, this strangely traveling 
school, they passed a rare oasis, a blessed desert pool. 
** Now why,"” exelaimed the chancellor, *‘ should 
I not here dismount, and take the name of Christian 
by baptism in this fount?"’, So said, so done; he 
made a gallant start, the light of truth within his 
eyes, and faith within his heart; so forth he went, 
to win for Christ an empire far away, a Christian 
empire through the years down to the present day. 
Ah, none can tell what plant may spring trom some 

. all-simple seed, and none can tell what vast result 
may flow from one small deed; and none can tell 
what Spirit word may yield a high reward: so let us 
heed each syllable low-whispered by the Lord. 











Jesus Christ is the Son of. God. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Réfigious Education. 


Verse 33.—In his humiliation his judgment was 
taken away. The Hebrew reads, “By oppression and 
by judgment was He taken away.” That is, he was 
taken away, cut off, by a’ violent death through. a 
judgment that was oppressive or humiliating. 

Verse 35.—Opened his mouth. This phrase is only 
used to introduce some weighty communication. 

Preached unto him Jesus. He would describe the 
life of the Lord Jesus and point out how it corre- 
sponded with the account of the Messiah given in 
Isaiah. And especially he would point out how the 
death and resurrection of the Lord had all been fore- 
told in the passage that the eunuch was reading. 

Verse 36.—A certain water. The road to Gaza 
crosses the stream called the Hessy, twelve miles from 


-Gaza, and the Halib, seven miles farther on. 


Verse 37.—This verse formed no part of the original 
manuscripts of the account. 

Verse 38.—Into the water. As to why the eunuch 
should have suggested baptism at all may be accounted 
for easily. It is not necessary to suppose that Philip 
had urged that course upon him. The eunuch’s own 
acquaintance with Jewish practice, and perhaps what 
he had heard of the progress of the new faith while 
he was in Jerusalem, would account for the proposal. 

Verse 39.—The-Spirit of the Lord. A miraculous 
removal of Philip is described. Compare 1 Kings 18: 
Iz; 2 Kings 2: 16. 

Verse 40—Azotius. The ancient Ashdod. It is 
sixty miles west of Jerusalem and thirty-five miles 
north of Gaza. It was one of the five cities of the 
Philistines and noted for the worship of Dagon the 
fish god (1 Sam. 5). It had been destroyed by Jona- 
than the Maccabean prince, but it had been rebuilt by 
Gabinius the Roman general about 63 B. C. 

Cesarea. This city lies north of Jaffa on the sea- 
coast. Like many other Palestinian towns it was re- 
built by Herod the Great. It became ‘the capital of 
J under the procurators. It:was: the scene of 
Paul’s imprisonment (chap. 21 to 23). ‘The Romans 
built two aqueducts to bring water down from Carmel 
to the city. Czesarea was a bishopric from the fourth 
to the thirteenth century A. D. Its most famous 
bishop was Eusebius the-Church historian. We must 
be careful ‘to distinguish this place from Czsarea 
Philippi (Matt. 16:-13). 


A Lesson Outline 


%, The Saviour seeking for the treasure of this lost 
soul, 


2. The’Queen’s treasurer seeking for the treasure 
hid in God’s Word. 

3. The ‘obedient servant the link between the two. 
Golden Topics " 

1. The overthrow of the barriers. It is not certain 
to what race this Ethiopian eunuch belonged, but it 


_ was probably to one ef-the Hamitic races. If so he 


was the descendant of those who were especially under 
a curse (Gen. 9:25). Further, he was physicaliy dis- 





> to him,” said the voice with emphasis. 





% Lesson for August 2 


ified from éfitering“into many of the privileges of 
’s people (Deut. 23:1). Moreover, eunuchs have 
the reputation of being cruel and unscrupulous men. 
So this man’s spiritual qualities were all against him. 
Yet he was saved. The narrative is an illustration of 
how the Gospel overcomes all barriers. “It is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Rom, 1: 16). 
2. God’s overruling providence in the life of Philip: 
(1) by the persecution, (2) seizing his opportunity 
at Samaria, (3) called away from a great ingathering, 


(4) filled with the Spirit, (5) chosen to serve tables, 


(6) driven forth to speak to one soul in~the lonely 
place far away from the applause of multitudes, (7) 
settling down at Czsarea. € was an obedient, adapt- 
able, willing servant of God. -No wonder that his 
children all followed their father’s footsteps and were 
not only saved but became active. Christian workers 
(chap. 21:9). 

3. The theme of apostolic preaching was simply the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It was not a creed or a church, 
still less was it themselves or their own wonderful 
experiences. Their preaching should be our pattern. 

4. The prompt decision of the eunuch. There was 
evidently the earnest inquiring mind, and the humble 
og ge of his own limitations. Even in the far- 
off Nile yalley he had learned’ something of God. To 
know a little whetted his appetite for more. Busy 
statesman though he was he took the trouble to make 
the long journey to Jerusalem to find out more. His 
was seeking faith. God met and rewarded it as he 
always does. See Jeremiah 29:13; Psalm 119: 2; La- 


“mentations 3:25. Then when his reason was con- 


vinced his will was promptly acquiescent. 
Tunsrince WELLS, Enc. 


w 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an ‘unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ioe eeerecter. They are written by several members of 

Sunday Sch Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 


a Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 


ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HICH “Philip” is the central figure of the eighth 
chapter of The Acts? ” 
2. What may have made it a little easier for Philip 
_ to the Samaritans than for Peter or John to 
so 


3. What name is no less prominent in this eighth 
chapter than Philip’s? 

4- What might the Book of Isaiah be appropriately 
called from Scripture itself? 

5. What must have made such multitudes of the Sa- 
maritans ready to accept the Gospel? 

6. What is “blind obedience” (to God)? 

7. Name a notable Old Testament example of blind 
obedience. . 


8. Name another example of blind obedience recorded 
in the New Testament. 

9. Is it an insult to a man’s intelligence when God 
calls him to a task without explaining all the details 
to him? When a man obeys such a , is it an evi- 
dence of weak-mindedness? Why? 

10. What is the difference between the faith of the 
Christian and the faith of the rationalist? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The ‘answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


- "Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, 
and join thyself to this chariot (8:29). This is the 
way Heaven is ordering’ things in these days. The 
Spirit has spoken to many who will read this as he 
has spoken to Philip, but we have, alas, not always 


been a “Philip” to obey promptly. And thereby we 


have missed many a fine rtunity and its accom- 


Oppo: 
panying blessing and joy (Psa. 19:11; Luke 6:47, 


48). During the World War I was in the Bellevue- 


ir opposite me in the lobby a handsome young offi- 
cer in full uniform and spurs. He was the saddest 
and bluest looking piece of manhood I have ever seen. 

said to myself, “Here’s one of those chaps of Web- 
ster, the cartoonist,— ‘When a Feller Needs a 
Friend.”” As I watched him there was a voice inside 
of me, which was the Spirit, saying, “Co speak to 
that young fellow, he needs a fellow like you.” I 
replied, “He'll think I’m fresh and cheeky.” “Go speak 
I got up and 
“walked over that way, but my courage failed, and I 
walked around him another time or two. The time 
‘of my appointment arrived, and as I arose to go the 
Spirit said imperatively,-“Go speak to him!’ I re- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
’ Acts 1 : 6-14; 2: 1-47 
2. July 12—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
rag Acts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Cor. 1 : a1-25 
3. July 19.—Social Service in the Early Church. 
Acts 4: 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9: 36-39; 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 
4 July 2.—Christianity Spread by Persecution. 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11 : 19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19 
S. August 2.—Philip’s Missionary Labors..... Acts 8: 5-4 
6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 
Acts 9: 1-313 22: 3-a1; Gal. 1: 11-17; 1 Tim. 1 : 12-17 
7. August 16. Sowing and Reaping. 
(Temperance Lesson.)..é.scseceesceaee Galatians 6: 1-10 
8 August 23.—A Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; 1 Cor. 1 : 23-25 
9. August 30..—The Mission to Cyprus. Acts 12: 25 to 13:12 
10. September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13 : 13-52; Rom. 1 : 14-16; 11: 
11. September 13:—Some Missionary Experiences. 
Acts 14; Ephes. 6 : 10-20 
12. September 20.—The Council in Jerusalem. - 
Acts 15 : 1-35; Gal. 2 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Asia. 
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membered I had one of my booklets in my pocke 
“Hand it to Jack.” With it in my hand I ste 
over and said, “Captain, I’ve been watching you, and 
you are seeing things, perhaps loved ones you have 
just left. Here’s a little book some folks like, and 
it may take your mind off your trouble.” He looked 
at the title and laughingly said, “How in the dickens 
could you know that my name is Jack?” That broke 
the ice, and we had a little chat. I was just thinking 
that perhaps some day the same Spirit that sent me 
to Jack may bring us together again —if—not here, 
“Up There.” Suppose I had not obeyed the Spirit’s 
“Go near”? Who knows the result of my order, 
“Join to this chariot”? 
The Bible.—Philip opened his mouth, and... 
eached unto him Jesus (v. 35). In one of the Bab 
allads there is a couplet referring to certain poetry: 
It is certainly very pretty 
But I don’t know what it means. 


Now lots of church people are so unfamiliar with the 
—Bible that they could sing the same couplet to many 
of the passages. So many churches have no 
Bibles in their pews that some one has suggested that 
Gideons who do a great work in putting Bibles in the 
hotels should also take on the churches! “It is a 
nawsty dig,” as an Englishman would say. I have 
a friend, Mr. George Arnold, of Paterson, N. J.,.who 
is so impressed with the importance of having Bibles 
in the pews of our churches that he is spending time 
and money in impressing the matter on Christian 
le. As I write I am here in Boston with him 
trying to get the Pan-Presbyterian. Alliance to adopt 
the Arnold “Back to the Bible” resolution. (Later, 
they did.) George wants all worshipers who sit-in 
the pews to have a Bible in their hands. The reason 
is obvious (Psa. 19:7; Matt. 13:23). We have done 
this in our Coatesville Church. As I write, for a 
change from the psalter for a little while, we are read- 
ing the Bible throigh chapter by chapter. We are 
in the story of Joseph. - The congregation read along 
with interest. Many for the -first time since Sunday- 
school days. Our minister is our “Philip” who opens 
unto us the Book, does the omitting and “preaches 
unto us Jesus.” Those who have investigated say the 
ignorance of the “—Book by “religious” people, Protes- 
tant, Jew, and Catholic, is “amazing, abyssmal, and 
appalling.” For a little evidence some day hand a 
Bible to a church man and say, “Turn to Ephesians.” 
Watch him thumb all over the Old Testament and in de- 
spair turn to the index for the page. Give him Esther, 
zra, ot a Miror Prophet and see him die! Yet the 
ible is the Book of our faith. Think of an engineer 
not knowing to what part of his hand book to turn 
for circles and cube roots, and the boys to what part 
of the paper to turn for ball news. 


The Rejoicing Power of a New Idea.—The eunuch 
- - - went on his way rejoicing (v. 39). This was 
the beginning of that rejoicing which has echoed down 
the centuries from the work of foreign missions, 
There is a famous sermon, “The Expulsive Power of 
a New Affection.” Here is a chance for another 
minister to become famous with a sermon, “The Re- 
joicing Power in a New Idea” (Luke 19:37). As I 
write a woman has just been ‘o see me about an 
idea she has to make a great and much needed im- 
provement on a machine in a wide domestic use. She 
wants to know how to protect’ her idea. I have sent 
her to my patent attorneys, Messrs, Howson and How- 
son of Philadelphia. (By the way, these fine Chris- 
tian lawyers are nephews of Dr. Howson of “Cofiy- 
beare and Howson,” authors of the great life of St. 
Paul, found in almost all ministers’ and Sunday-school 
teachers’ libraries.) She did not tell me what her 
idea is. It do not want to know. But it was real 





























































































fun for me to note how her idea dominated gd pos- 
sessed her. She»was::tinglihg..in\ every. nerve with 
the pleasurable eXeitement)of| what she ,hady- I'll ven- 
ture to say her idea 46_the ast thing’ She sees as she 
drops off to sleep and the first to meet her when she 
wakes in the morning. Here’s wishing her success! 
It is very much the same with all new ideas that are 
good, especially so when the idea is the Son of God 
into a world lying in hopeless sin and-darkness for 
the salvation of that black world. The eunuch’s Africa 
then, as now, was a sad and awful place where the 
Gospel of Jesus was needed. The Gospel has healing 
in its wings, as many a bright spot in Africa testifies. 
Nor do we have to go across the seas to find rejoicing 
over the Truth. I am in happy homes continually, that 
formerly were places of tears and want. Then came 
the Holy Spirit with the Gospel “idea” and — oh, 
well, I have just now seen such a family starting on 
a picnic in their own “coach and four” (cylindérs!). 
Money spent for gasoline and not for alcohol, if you 
get what I mean. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. : 
ve 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low: 





MateriAts: A suitcase, roll of camping things, 
trout rod, tennis racquet. 











HERE is a strange verse in our lesson, ‘“There- 
fore they that were scattered abroad went every 

where preaching the word.” In last Sunday’s les- 
son we learned of the persecution that scattered the- 
Christians from Jerusalem, thus spreading the Gospel. 

For several weeks, hundreds of people in our coun-. 
try have been getting outfits like this together, along 
with many other things, and loading them on the 
flivver or the Rolls Royce, and away they go. Many 
others are going this month to mountains or shore. 
The scattering abroad at Jerusalem in the first cen- 
tury isn’t a drop in the ket to this scattering abroad 
in Uncle Sam’s country every summer. 

Thousands of Christians join the crowds who go- 
everywhere, but how many of them go “every where 
preaching the word”? y,. I’ve actually known 
Christians to go on a summer vacation, and forget 
to take their Bibles! And I’ve heard Christians say 
when they came home, “No, I haven't been to church 
since I left. You see, I was on my vacation.” And 
I’ve heard of Christians doing things when they were - 
on a_vacation that they would have been ashamed to 
do in the home town. J 

Stop, Look, and Listen! 

Thank God that you are not being “scattered abroad” * 
by persecution, as they are in Russia today; but re- 
member, God will hotd you responsible for being a . 
witness for him wherever you go. Your responsi- - 
bility is just as great as Philip’s was! 

Monesto, Cat. 

bd 


- The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to’ send illustrations for this 
department; one doflar is paid for each illustration, 
oe and two s best. one each. week. 
But readers are not to send anything witheut first 
securing and - g@ carefully a leafiet aes the 
conditions of this ; rtment. The full list lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the itions means that g 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Pantay Schoo] Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
ef the leesen text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are - 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


When God Says “Speak.”—Then the Spirit said” 
unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot 
(v. 29). A devoted Christian woman found herself 
seated upon the same bench at an Atlantic seaboard 
summer resort, with a young girl. She was noved 
to speak tothe girl. She asked a token from God 
that if this were his will, the girl herself might begin 
thé conversation. The sign was given. The girl made 
a commonplace remark about the weather. The con- 
versation revealed that the girl was in deep distress. 
When. it was ended, she said, “I was considering 
throwing myself into the water tonight, and it is 
possible I might have done so had you not spoken 
to me about the things of God” That young woman 
entered upon a life of Christian service. At the other 
end of the bench that-same night, another girl threw 
herself into the water, and ended her life. Perhaps 
there was some Christian acquaintance who disobeyed 
the Spirit when impressed to deal with her—From:- 
“Clippings for Sermon Illustration.” Sent by J. L.. 
Elderdice, Oxford, Md. . 


What Is Your Method?—Philip ran to .. . him, 
. and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 
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(v. 30.) The late Charles M. Alexander 
was taken to task after one of his serv- 
ices, by a Christian who said: “I admire 
your spirit, Mr.- Alexander, but I don’t 
like the way you do your personal work.” 
“Neither & I very well,” replied Mr. 
Alexander; “how do you do it?” “Well, 
I, I, 1,” stammered the man, “I don’t do 
it very much.” “Well,” said Mr. Alex- 
ander, “J like the way I do it better than 
the way you don’t do it.”—From Moody 
Monthly, Sent by Howard M, Green, 
Hornell, N.Y. 


In the Day of God’s Anger.—In his 
humiliation his judgment was taken away 
(v. 33). A poor old blind woman in 
Liverpool, after her conversion, learned 
many hymns which she could repeat to 
visitors. One day she was talking to a 
titled visitor, who happened to be con- 
nected with her past years of service. 
She happened to say, “The Lord in the 
day of his anger did lay your sins on 
the Lamb, and he bore them away.” ‘The 
visitor corrected her gently, “In the day 
of his mercy, you mean.” “No,” said the 
old woman, there was anger first, and 
mercy followed. How could you expect 
anything éelge from.a just and righteous 
God?” It is the absence of the first, in 
much preaching today, which is prevent- 
ing God’s mercy being received and en- 
joyed.—From The Christian Herald. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Under the Shearer’s Hands.—As a 
lamb before his shearer is dumb, so he 
openeth not his mouth (v. 32, R. V.). 
Mrs. Soltau tells the story that many 
years ago.she was staying on a large 
_ ranch in Tasmania, at the time of sheep- 
shearing. One lovely summer morning, 
drawn by the sound of bleating, she found 
her way to the shearing shed. The outer 
part was full of sheep, all bleating as if 
in great distress. “I passed on into the 
farther division where a skilled shearer 
* was rapidly removing the whole beautiful 
white fleece from sheep after sheep,” she 
says. “I stood watching while he finished 
the work on one sheep, and let it out 
by a door to a field, while an assistant 
brought in another, bleating pitifully. To 
my surprise its, bleating and struggling 
ceased as the .Hearer laid his hand upon 
its head. It lay silent and passive, while 
he turned it from side to side to do his 
work easily and quickly. Tears were in 
my eyes as Isaiah’s words came to my 
mind, and I repeated to myself, ‘He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth: he is brought as 
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so.he open- 
eth not his mouth.”"—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


No Answer.—He opencth not his mouth 
(v. 32, R. V.). 


Why is He silent, when a word 
Would slay His accusers all? 

Why does He meekly bear their taunts, 
When angels wait His call? 

“He was made sin”; my sin He bore 
Upon the accursed tree; 

And sin. hath no defense to make— 
His silence was for me. 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Why Always Preach Jesus?— 
Preached unto him Jesus (v. 35). Mr. 
Cunningham, a missionary of the Chris- 
tian and: Missionary Alliance in South 
China, told of a native who once came 
to him and said, “Why don’t you preach 
something else? You have been preach- 
ing this Jesus for three days.” ‘What 
do you eat for. breakfast?” the Chinaman 
was asked. “Rice,” was the reply. “For 
dinner?” “Rice.” “For supper?” “Why, 
rice.” “What did you eat yesterday?” 
“Rice.” “What have you been eating 
for years?” the missionary inquired. 
“Rice,” replied the astonished man. “Why 
do you eat rice every day?. Why don’t 
you eat something else?” “Because it 
keeps me alive.” “That is just the rea- 
son we preach Jesus, because he is life 
to us, and we could not live without him,” 
explained the missionary—From The 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 
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Lesson Hymns 
“Tell Somebody Today.” 
“Win Them One by One.” 
“Bringing In the Sheaves.” 
“Rescue the Perishing.”’ 
“Believe On the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
“Ye Must Be Born Again.” 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee today that thy faithful serv- 
ants went forth in the early days to preach 
the Gospel. How empty our lives would have 
been if they had not thus obeyed! Because 
thy Word was carried by faithful mission- 
Gospel preached to those 
who would not otherwise have heard, we our- 
selves have been brought within the mar- 
velous benefits thou didst prepare for those 
who would believe. May we do our part to 
spread the Gospel to others near and_ far. 
May we not be neglectful of this obligation 
and privilege, and may we not lose near-by 
opportunities, whether in the thick of the 
everyday life, or in circumstances that do 
not seem to offer much opportunity. We ask 
this in the name of him whom we serve. 
Amen 


After the Lesson.—You can never 
study this lesson about Philip and the 
Ethiopian officer- without wondering at 
the way in which God leads his servants 
in bringing the Gospel to others. There 
is one little phrase in the lesson that 
makes all the difference in the world 
between telling the Gospel, and not tell- 
ing it to others, and that is in the twen- 
ty-ninth verse, — “Go near.” How many 
times you and I have been prompted to 
speak to another about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and we did not even “go near” 
where we could speak. Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull, one of the most successful per- 
sonal workers of the past generation, 
used to say that he thought he never 
did attempt to speak to another soul 
about Christ without having Satan point 
out to him that this was not the proper 
time. Do you know somebody who has 
not accepted Christ? “Go near” and tell 
him about the Lord as best you can. He 
will never know. from your lips anything 
about the Lord Jesus unless you get near 
enough to him to tell the story. Just 
that step may make all the difference 
to some other soul, yet how often we 
hold back and don’t even try! How 
quickly the Ethiopian answered Philip’s 
question, and how wonderfully had God 


The Ethiopian may 
not be able to change 
his skin, but God can 


change his ae \Y 
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prepared the opportunity! Why not 
trust him for that, and do our part under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit? Will 
you try that today, and all through the 
week? Let us pray. 





PHILIP THE MESSENGER 


Qrzuse THE \ORD 


AM | DOING LIKEWISE ? 














For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 87540. The teacher will 

find a hand-made map of the Medi- 
terranean Lands at the time of the Acts 
a great help. It will make the stirring 
incidents much more real to the minds 
of the little folks if you can point out 
the places on a map. Get a large smooth 
piece of wrapping paper, and make an 
outline copy of these lands with 1 crayon 
or heavy pencil. If the scale . not exact 
or the drawing accurate it will not mat- 
ter so much. And if you do not have 
time to finish it at once, you may locate 
the countries and the cities as you need 
them. Let your helper for this lesson 
be with you while you make the map, 
and learn to locate Jerusalem, Samaria, 
and trace the way that goeth toward the 
south. Pin/the map on the wall with 
thumb tacks, and have it low enough for 
the children to see it easily, and to be 
able to find places on it. 

We remember learning last week about 
the Christians being driven out of Jeru- 
salem. These scattered believers went to 
different places, and wherever they went 
they preached the Word, scattering the 
good: seed. This week we learn about 
Philip sowing the Gospel seed in the city 
of Samaria. 

Have a heavy circle drawn around 
Jerusalem where the Gospel was first 
preached, and a smaller one around Sa- 
maria. Let your helper point out Jeru- 
salem first, and then Samaria where 
Philip told the people about the Saviour. 


We believe that Philip was just full of | 


joy, and the people believed the Good 
News he brought them. Many people 
were freed from wicked spirits and many 


LOOKING 
OUR WAY 
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who were lame.and sick were healed. So 
the city was full of joy. 
Explain to the class that the disciples 
of the Lord were called apostles now. 
Disciple means “learner,” and apostle 
means “one who is sent.” They learned 
from their Master, and then were sent 
to tell others about him. The apostles 
were the ‘leaders of the church and they 
were still in Jerusalem. When they heard 
that the people in Samaria had_ believed 
Philip’s message, they sent Peter and 


4+ John who prayed for the new believers 


and the Holy Spirit came into their hearts 
and filled them with love and joy and 
power. 

Philip had sowed the good seed in 
Samaria. How many in the class can 
tell where Philip was sent next? Yes, 
while they were all rejoicing, the angel 
of the Lord told him to.go down the 
road toward Gaza. Have your. helper 
point out on the map the direction. in 
which Philip traveled. He did not ask 
the Lord why he must leave the happy 
time in Samaria to go down that desert 
road. Let the children repeat the words 
showing. his ready obedience — “He arose 
and went.” Perhaps Philip did not meet 
many people, but after he had goti#.away 
down the road he saw an officer of the 
queen of Ethiopia riding in a chariot. 
Philip never thought about the man:in 
the chariot needing help. -But-he~did. 
He had come from far-off Ethiopia up to 
Jerusalem to worship God. It was a long, 
weary journey and now he was going 
home, yet he had not learned about the 
Saviour in Jerusalem. He bought a 
Scripture roll, and as he rode along he 
read what Isaiah wrote long before about 
the Lord Jesus suffering for our sins, 
But the man did not understand what he 
read. So the Lord had sent Philip down 


that particular road just in time to help - 


this man who was seeking the true way. 

The Spirit directed Philip to go near 
and get in the chariot. Again Philip 
ran on the Lord’s errand, and explained 
what the man was reading and told him 
about Jesus. The man from Ethiopia 
believed, and Philip baptized him. Then 
he went home rejoicing, and “the Spirit 
of the Lord caught away Philip,” who 
may have been tired, and carried him to 
another place. 

Sing, “I Love to Tell the Story.” 

Curnton, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 
(1) Scattered abroad, 
(2) At work among neighbors. 
(3) At work with foreigners. 


REACHING, sharing, suffering, 

working —all in the power of that 
Holy Spirit who came according to the 
promise of their ascended Master — these 
are the ways we have so far found re- 
vealed as blessed of God in bearing the 
message of Christ to all men. Not yet 
“unto the uttermost part of the earth,” 
as he at the last commanded them, but 
surely on their way, were these first 
carriers ! 

This week we study one of them par- 
ticularly, doing what we would call to- 
day plain “hottie mission work,” with all 
the drudgery and obscurity and criticism 
such work still carries with it, nearly 
always; and with dll the glamor and 
romance of the new, the adventurous, 


‘| the thrilling, missing —unless we study 


closely. Let’s help our girls to do that, 
for most of them will be just such bearers 
of the Good News as Philip, if they 
work for their Christ at all, in the near- 
by. and neglected and often despised places. 
And they will do this kind of. work 
with far more joy if they learn to see 
it as under the direction and power of 
Him who is their power, the Holy Spirit 
of God. 

(1) First, then, we read that the suf- 
fering borne so gloriously by that first 
giver of his life for his faith, Stephen, 
resulted immediately in more suffering 
for those who believed as he did, and 
that this suffering was caused largely by 
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Lesson for August 2 
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one bitter enemy, Saul of Tarsus. He 
must be kept in mind:as the background 
figure through all these next few stories 


- in this book, in order to understand him 


when he comes to the foreground. 
Then, this suffering caused a great 
scattering, so that these first carriers 
went “abroad” to escape with their lives, 
and everywhere they went they preached 
their Christ! Keep in mind that preach- 


* ing —telling their Good News — was the 
~ constant way these first believers bore 
their message to others. 


(2) For one man among them this 
“meant hard work, and that 


"among his hitherto most despised neigh- 
* bors. 


When Philip went into Samaria 
to work he was doing just the kind of 


* work a missionary from our Uni 


States does now when he goes to work 
in Mexico. How hard Philip worked 


‘ there is recorded in that sixth verse (Acts 


8:6), “The multitudes gave heed with 
one accord unto the things that were 

by Philip.” And then (v. 25), 
when Peter and John had joined him in 
this work, “They ... preached the gos- 


~ pel to many villages of the Samaritans.” 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Thorough work, they did, with a fine re- 
sponse. 

(3) But: Philip was to get his thrill 
when that guiding Holy Spirit sent him 
south and there bade him join company 
with a black-skinned foreigner en route 
from Jerusalem to his home in Africa. 
To him also Philip “preached Jesus” 
(from the Book of Isaiah —an Old Tes- 
tament Gospel!), and when they finally 
parted Philip sent a home missionary into 
Ethiopia, to bear the Good News to. his 
own people, who, till this day, have never 
completely lost that message! 

Then, once more the Holy Spirit plan- 
ned Philip’s itinerary, so we see him 
working his way up the. west coast of 
Judza Samaria, with his Gospel 
story, from Gaza, through Azotus, till he 
reaches Czesarea-by-theé-Sea. There we 
shall see him again—Jlater on in_ this 
book, and still at work for his Saviour- 


Christ. 
Home Stydy 


There will. be no trouble in naming 
chapter | eight, on your chart (this is 
surely “Philip’s Chapter” ), and you will 
find it easy to select a key verse for it, 
also. Would you choose 8:5, or 35, or 

Note (on the model chart) that 
“Stephen’s Death” should mark the line 
between the seventh and eighth chapters, 
and now is the time to dot in the lines 
of “Saul’s Youth” and training as “a 
Rabbi” and (beginning in the seventh) 
the third section of his life as “The Per- 
secutor.” We dot the lines of events not 
recorded in the Acts, drawing - solidly 
those indicating the history in this Book. 

Decatur, GA. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A desert place. 

Discussion: Some of the conditions 
that. make it difficult to decide as to 
our duty, and how to: meet them. 

Objective: Meeting God’s appointments. 











AY, fellows, a desert is no place for 

a picnic. desert is by all means 
to be avoided, unless perchance it ‘hap- 
pens to afford a short cut to get some- 
where else; even then we might pause 
‘and consider if the long-way round might 
not be better. The Lord told Philip to 
“arise, and go toward the south unto the 
way that goeth down from Jerusalem 
unto Gaza, which is desert.” And to 
Philip it mattered not that it was a desert; 
it mattered not that he was in the midst 
of the biggest kind of revival there in 
Samaria —one that he had started him- 
self; it mattered not that he might ex- 
pect to see few people in the way “which 
is desert,” whereas he was now dealing 
with multitudes; it mattered not that he 
knew not what he was to do when-he 
got there. 
Philip was that the Lord said, “Arise, 
and go.” The record in Acts 8:27. is 
that “he arose and went.” 

The result of Philip’s prompt obedience 
in doing a thing that wag’ little to his 
oe leaving a situati where he was 
time, going ta a desert 
. hi oosing — the result 
was. that. ‘Philip made a junction with a 
key..ma man, at @ ‘critical moment in that 
man’s. thinking, won. his confession of 
faith in Jesus. Christ, baptized him, and 
sent a flaming torch ‘for the Gospel into 
the Ethiopian empire. 

It appears as though the Lord. started 
the Ethiopian treasurer out cf Jerusalem 
on his way home, down in ‘Africa, -Then 
he said, I will have my servant Philip 
intercept him- at a certain point along 
the tedious desert way; I will liave him 
pondering over the prophecy in. Isaiah 
concerning me, and just at the ripe mo- 
ment I will haye Philip appear beside 
his chariot and forge the connecting link 
in this man’s salyation; and that will be 
my connecting link with the Ethiopian 
nation. 

It makes one catch his breath as he 








thinks how Philip might have frustrated 
that perfect plan of the Lord. And so 


The thing that mattered with |. 





logically! Philip could reasonably have 
said to himself, Why, I am in a great 
work here; throngs are coming to hear 
me preach; I am working miracles; the 
fame of it has reached headquarters at 
Jerusalem, and here have come Peter and 
John to help handle the situation ; ‘it is no 
time for me to be going toward the way 
“which is desert,” where I may come in 
contact with but a few at best, and be- 
sides, what am I to do when I get there, 
and where am I going anyhow?” 

Well, Abram might have logically said 
something like that. What is the sense 
in getting out from my country to a land 
I know not of? What a glorious career 
Abram would have missed! Saul of Tar- 
sus might have reasonably said, Why go 
into Damascus? Can’t the Lord tell me 
here on the Syrian plam what he wants 
me to do? What an “eye-opening” he 
would haye missed! And again, when 
the Macedonian call came to Paul, why 
could he not have said, Wihay all of Asia 
Minor is needing me. Then, fellows, what 
would you and I have missed! For that 
was the Lord’s connecting link to reach 
you and me, 

Yes, fellows, there are some “desert 
places” that are not on the Gaza high- 
way, They may be in the city, — the hot, 
smoky, grinding city. They may be away 
out in the. country where life is very 
quiet and very monotoncus. They may 
be in the shop or in the field—on the 
sea or on the plain. They may be in 
the midst of music and much activity. 
Sandy wastes, hot sun, aridity, and ab- 
sence of moisture are not the only con- 
ditions that make deserts.. Your desert 
is any place or condition your natural 
inclination would be to avoid. But it is 
just in such places or conditions that the 
Lord would sometimes have you do him 
a special service. I challenge you fel- 
lows to look down into your personal 
preferences right now and. see if you-are 
not definitely avoiding or definitely try- 
ing to escape from some situation that is 
not to your liking. I challenge you to 


‘shut out the world for a minute and, all 


alone, look up into the face of Jesus Christ, 
and ask him if he has ‘made an appoint- 
ment for you there. Much may depend 
upon your decision about:the desert place. 
There may be something arranged there 


-by him, big with moment — something un- 


observed by you, but he knows about it 
because he planned it—and you are in 
the plan. You are a part of the plan.- It 
would be tragic to miss it. 

Neither time nor place nor conditions, 
the things that appeal to our human wis- 
dom—none of these are vital; the point 
that is vital is whether or not God-has 
made an engagement for us there. And 
no fellow need be .in ignorance on that 
point if he is willing frankly and hon- 
estly to ask God, as Saul did, “Lord, 
gt wilt thou have ‘me. ,to do 2”. (Acts 
9:6. ee 

GreEnsporo, N..C. 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following. ques- 
trons will he found in the issue of 
CuRIsTIAN YouTH containing this les- 
son, The answers are not numbered and 
listed: like the questions, but are all jn- 
cluded in one part or another of the 


‘interesting lesson material in the current 


issue of CurisTiAn YoutH, which -is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a ‘copy ‘ot 
CurisTIAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member ‘of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and Tse SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks. for 
ten. cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325: North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What good, natural excuses might 
Philip have given for not going down 
to the desert? 
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2.-What characteristic in Philip’s obe- 
dience was a vital factor in his meeting 
the Ethiopian? 


3. In what ways had the Holy Spirit 
prepared the Ethiopian for Philip’s visit? 


4. What qualities in the Ethiopian made 
it possible for Philip’s message to reach 
him? 

5. What was the subject of Philip’s 
message that should be the heart of every 
sermon? 


6. What act of the Ethiopian showed 
that he definitely accepted Christ as his 
Saviour? 

ve 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
{On the lesson of July 26) 


1. Verses 5 and ro, both of which em- 
phasize the indwelling Holy Spirit in this. 
believer in Christ. (Note American Stand- 
ard Version for the capital S i: verse 10.) 


»— he was filled by the 
‘he “saw the glory of 
and pesus standing on the right hand of 


3- Luke 11:13. “If ye then, being evil,. 
know how to give good gifts to your chil- 
dren; how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that: 
ask him?” 2 Corinthians 4:6, ‘For God, 
who commanded the light to shine eut of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of 

in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

4. Moses’ exact age at the time of his- 
first attempt to help his Israelite brethren 
(7:23), as well as his education in “all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians” aiid his own 
“mighty words and works” in that court; 
and that the Mosaic tabernacle lasted until 
the time of David (7: 44, 45). 


5. Acts 7:53 and Hebrews 
— of the “law ordained” 
rough angels.” 


6. Stephen was accused of pure 
against the holy place and against t 
(Acts 6:13): - In his’ apology Stephen 
showed how God had had dealings with their 
ancestors in other places than in Jerusalem 


2:2 both 
or “spoken 


(Acts 7:2, 4, -6, 33-38). And that the 
Law was not ’s only message to the 
people (Acts 7:8, 10, 17). He showed, 


‘moreover, how: the Israelites to whom Moses. 


was sent would not receive him. And that 
indeed it had always ,been a characteristic 
of Israel to disobey their own prophets. 
Paul takes up these points. He shows that 
the Law was in some at least of its aspects 
a temporary thing (Gal. 3:17). He shows 
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Do You: Know 
Anyone in Trouble? 


YES! MOST OF US DO. 


And it’s a time when the heart goes out to those 
who are having severe testings of any kind. 














One of the privileges that The Sunday School 
Times has is to receive letters like these :— 


‘¢T want to tell you how [I appreciate your paper, 
all of it, but especially do I enjoy the editorials. 

They are helping me in my time of test- 
ing.’’—Minnesota. 


‘(In these times of unbelief and uncertainty the 
Times is like a strong hand extended to help us 
over the difficult places. May the Lord’s blessing 
rest upon it.’’—Mew Hampshire. 


‘*I have just had the pleasure of reading ‘Can 
We Really Rejoice in Trials’ in your issue of 
January 17, 1931,,and have been greatly helped 
thereby. I am taking it as a timely message from 
God in this, the time of the greatest trials of my 
whole life of nearly seventy years, and fifty years 
of Christian experience.’’— California, 


And just because so many letters of this kind 
are coming now, the Publishers of the Times 
are led to believe that everywhere there are 
burdened men and women who would be 
cheered, comforted and encouraged by contact 
with those who are writing for the Times, out 
of their study of the Word and their experience 
of-the Lord’s care and sustaining grace. 


YOU know some one like that! 


You pérhaps cannot pay that friend a visit, but 
couldn’t you use The Sunday School Times as 
your messenger of comfort and encouragement? 


A little note of explanation to your friend, a 
subscription to the Times, sent for a few months 
or a year,—and you have set in motion an every- 
week message, which quite evidently is a means 
of great blessing in this time of exceptional 
burdens. 


WILL YOU DO IT? 


10 weeks for 25 cents, $1.00 for six months, 
$2.00 for a year. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
323-327 North Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


that Jewish privileges and knowledge only 
add condemnation unless they win the re- 
sponse of a penitent heart (Rom. 2:17). 
He taught that the Gentiles should be fel- 
low heirs with the Jews (Eph. 3:6). He 
recognized that the Church of God was not 
merely in Jerusalem but in other places, 
even in Czsar’s household (Phil. 4: 22). 
7. They ceased not to preach Jesus the 
Christ (see Acts 5:42 and 11: 20). 

8. The first believer to lay down his life 
for his faith in Jesus the Christ, Stephen, 
was granted the first vision of that Christ 
in ae erg he called him the Son of 
man 


9. In these days, Satan is endeavoring to 
destroy the very foundations of faith in 
Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church, by 
destroying faith in the integrity of the Word 
of God, which reveals our Lord in his true 
character. 


to. Acts 26:9. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Aug. 9. Good and Bad Features in Amuse- 
ments. Rom. 14: 13-23. 

Aug. 16. What Nature Teaches about God. 
Psa. 147: 1-20. 

Aug. 23. Bible Truths Based on Nature. Gal. 
6: 7-9; John 1s: 1-8. 

Aug. 30. What Does the Bible Say about 
Missions? Matt. 28: 18-20. 


Sunday, August 2 


What Jesus Teaches about Happiness 
(Matt. 5 : 1-12) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Joy in fellowship with God (Luke 
10: 21, 22). 

Tues.—Joy of the soul-winner (John 4: 
31-38). ’ 

Wed.—Joy in loving service (John 15,: 
I-11). 

Thurs.—Joy through answered prayer 
(John 15 : 24). 

Fri—Joy in finding the kingdom (Matt. 
13 : 44-46). 

Sat.—Joy in success (Luke 10: 17-20). 











In what sense was Jesus a “man of sor- 
rows”? 

How can we attain the joy of Jesus? 
How may we, like Him, be happy in our 
work? 


A CERTAIN pastor was very much dis- 
turbed by a man in his congregation 
who, in the midst of Scripture reading, 
insisted upon expressing aloud his joy 
and gratitude for salvation from a life 
of sin.. Often, the pastor felt, a fine 
point of his sermon would be ruined by 
a loud “Hallelujah!” from Old Tim, who 
could not restrain his feelings when 
God’s goodness and mercy wei.e men- 
tioned. 

One day the pastor was entertaining 
callers when Tim appeared at the door. 
Hastily showing Tim into his study to 
wait for a few moments, the pastor slip- 
ped his Bible into a drawer and handed 
Tim a dry work on geology. Surely Old 
Tim could find nothing in such a book 
to shout ebout, the pastor thought to 
himself as fe returned to his callers. 

But, in a - moments, the study rang 
with hallelujahs, imwas much 
relieved when his calters.: rted. 

“What on earth did you find in that 
book to shout about?” asked the pastor 
as he rejoined Old Tim. 

“Why, it says here that in one pla-e 
the sea is nearly six miles deep, and God 
says he has buried my sins in the depthis 
of the sea. Hallelujah!” shouted Tim. 


$e 

But do you know that the Bible does 
not give any formula for producing hap- 
piness? In fact, the word is not even 
mentioned in the Bible. Christ taught 
nothing about being happy. Instead we 
find that he was called “a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief” (Isa. 53: 
3). We are not to think that Christ 
was morbidly unhappy. He was the spot- 
less, pure Son of God, and if sin and suf- 








fering sometimes ‘sicken us, think what 
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ence and sufferi and sorrow ~ that 
weighed upon pith," "Because he was God 
he could not be. indifferent to these things. 
ye 

Happiness depends on happenings,— 
circumstances over which we have little 
or no control. This is why men are so 
unsuccessful in finding happiness and in 
holding on to it, once it has come their 
way, We try one thing after another, 
confident that it will bring happiness, — 
gold, fame, learning, travel, friends, and 
so on. Dr. Arthur Holmes of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania has said that the 
search for happiness is like embarking in 
a rudderless boat in a fog, not knowing. 
where you are -going and without power 
either to propel or steer the boat.. You 
may accidentally run into happiness and 
you may not. 


But the Bible does have a great deal.to 
say about joy and blessedness. Our Scrip- 
ture lesson is taken from a portion called 
the “Blesseds” or the “Beatitudes.” If 
you think Happiness is the same as bléss- 
edness, just try inserting the word 
“happy” in this Scripture reading wher- 
ever you find the word “blessed.” ‘Joy 
and -blessednessare idfinitely deeper. and 
richer than happiness. They come. well- 
ing up from within and they need not ‘be 
affected by the happenings and circum- 
stances about us. 


How may we have those qualities men- 
tioned in our Scripture as essential for 
blessedness? Wotld we be “poor in 
spirit’? The way is told in Romans 12: 
1 and 2,—yielding completely to God 
and being. emptied of self and filled with 
his Spirit. - 

Do .we want to be meek, thirsty ‘for 
righteousness, merciful, peacemaking, and 
the like? Galatians 5::22 tells us that 
these qualities are the: outworking of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives when we are 
yielded to his will, “The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, self 
control.” 

Do we want purity of heart? The way 
is through the shed blood of Christ, for 
“the blood of Jesus’ Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7), 
and “if we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9). 


How then may we retain this blessed- 
ness and joy? The Lord Jesus tells us 
that it may be made sure only by abiding 
in him. “Abide in me, and I in you... 
these things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in you and your 
joy might be full” (John 15: 4, 11). And 
this fullness of joy,—his joy, — will 
carry us through every circumstance of 
life with a song in our hearts even 
though the fiercest storms of testing may 
break upon our heads. .Which will you 
have, fleeting, uncertain happiness, or 
abiding joy and peace? 


we 
Have I Christ’s joy in my heart? 


What am I paying for momentary happi- 
ness ? 


Am I willing to take God’ 
joyful heart? wT 


PHILADELPHIA, 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
4 ; by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother . Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return post is losed. 





Dear Mother Ruth: I am greatly in need 
of spiritual help. Please tell me how far 
restitution should go. If a: person tells an- 
other person an untruth, does she have to 
confess to the person to whom she told it 
before she can get forgiveness from God? 





he must have experienced as he came in 
touch with sin. It was man’s disobedi- 





If several persons were told the same un- 
truth about another person, does it have 






































“Lesson for August 2 


to be confessed to all? It was nothing of 
@ damaging character; just told out of a 
confused, troubled heart, God alone khows 
how Satan tripped t bender. The mis- 
take was not realized” lintil ‘several weeks 
-afterward. God’s Spirit must have sent con- 
viction. Do you not. think there is hope 
for the person as God out of his mercy sent 
the revelation? Some people say if you tell 
your mistakes to others, they will never 
“have confidence in you again. They say 
one must just take them to God, and be- 
lieve he forgives, turn over all the burdens 
to him, and step out-on faith in his forgive- 
ness, and trust him. I want to be an hon- 
est, true Christian and give my heart to God, 
and have him cleanse me and make me pure 
and holy so I can lift up my head again 
and not feel so guilty before God and my 
fellow beings. Please pray for me that I 
may comé out and live a victorious life for 
jJesus—A REPENTANT HEART. 


Y DEAR REPENTANT ONE: 

Isn’t‘it strange that when we receive 

light on what we should do, we. are. con- 

fronted with all sorts of excuses from 

Satan, telling us his reasons why we need 

~ ndt do it? Do you know, what I think 

would be the best thing for you to do? Go 

confess your sin, and thus deféat the sug- 

gestion of Satan. No one can have any- 
as 
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A Beautiful High Grade 
-} Christian Home and School 
for Children ~ 


aE, Semous Jone Brown Schools are operating 
rings, Arkansas, the Julia A. 
ro for Children. With a haif- 
million dollar plant, located in the. healthful, 

beau Ozark hiils, and with a strong staff of. 
Christian workers, this school offers an all-the- 

year program at very reasonable cost to children 

from six to fifteen years of age. The ideal of 

this school is ‘‘ The best for the best.”’ 

particulars write _ . 
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thing but respect for one who has the 
courage of-her convictions. If you have 
done wrong, say so, and get rid of the 
feeling of conviction in your heart. When 
it is over, you will be surprised at the 
great joy that will thrill your soul. 
“here will be no dark corner hiding an 
Oitense, even though no one knows but 
you and God. If the suggestion to con- 
fess has been brought to your con:cience 
by God, certainly he expected you to act 
upon it, and so why not please him, and 
be rid of all regrets? 

Of course God will forgive you, that 
is his pleasure always, to separate us 
from sin as “far as the east is from the 
west,” and at that distance you will be 
unable ever again to find your sins. But 
be sure you look to God for your op- 
portunity to make it right with the people 
whom you have harmed. This will be 
a testimony for him, and only good can. 
conte of it: Satan ‘will not want you 
to. do it, but that is a good reason for 


“doing it. . 


God will see to the after effects on 
others, and should you have to suffer 
for a time, do not allow that to annoy 
you, for God will haveit work for your 
good eventually. Be strong in him, and 
do not be afraid, for God is your Friend, 
and wants only the best to come to his 
child. He wants you to develop into the 
kind of Christian he would have. you be. 
When you realize your relationship to 
him in all the details of your life, you 
will find that he is always looking out 
for your good, and you will be right 
within. ° Then you will look up, and be 
filled with a brightness of joy that does 
not come from any other experience than 
doing what God tells you. Remember the 
wedding at Cana of Galilee? Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, said to the people about 
them, “Whatsoever he saith unto you, 
do it”! (John 2:5.) That is my. word 
to you today, and thus allow the joy of 
the Lord to flood your being, because 
you obeyed. Please -read chapter three 
of the Book of James. 





Children at Home 





Billee Sparrow 
By Nellie M. Leonard 


‘“¢\H, DEAR! dear! dear!” shivered 

Billee Sparrow one frosty night, 
“it is growing cold. The sun has gone 
down behind Pine Hill, and the north 
wind is blowing. Where shall I sleep 
tonight?” 

He flew about the gardens. 
lilies, and violets were gone; only some 
bright pansy faces peeped out among 
fallen leaves. 

It was nice in summertime,” sighed 
Billee, as he flew along. The leaves had 
fallen from the :maple trees; even the 
vines upon the piazza were bare. 

All at once Billee tipped his brown 
head on one side and chuckled. 

“Just the place for a-sparrow to cud- 
die up,” he decided, fiygex” under the 
piazza roof to a nook whg™ “tee boards 
met, making a shelter Orne? 

lee hopped intggs 










ACrner, ‘tucked 


Every nigh returned from the 
fields and woods to his cosy piazza. When 
it snowed the corner was chilly, but the 
snow always blew past his shelter. Billee 
felt glad that he had such a good home. 

A big yellow dog lived in the house; 
he often came out upon Billee’s piazza 
and barked. 

“His yellow fur would make a fine 
warm bed for me,” thought Billee, “but 
I'd never dare pull any from that bark- 
ing dog.” 

One day the lady in the house saw 
Billee. She threw out some bread 
crumbs, and set a dish of water upon 
the piazza. Billee was happy as he picked 
up the crumbs. An icy coating had cov- 
ered the bugs and insect eggs on the 
tree trunks, and Billee was real hungry. 





All winter he lived near this friendly 


Roses, ; 


went sound: 





house and slept each night in the shel- 
tered corner. 

When summer came, Billee flew off to 
the fields and wandered far away. 

By and by Billee knew that winter, 
with its snow and ice was coming again. 
He flew back to his piazza and tucked his 
head under his wing each night in his 
cosy corner. No one disturbed him from 
year to year; Billee felt that he owned 
that piazza corner. 

One winter day a flock of snow birds 
and sparrows came to share Billee’s 
crumbs. 

“We've found a warm place in an old 
barn,” said one brown sparrow. “The 
window is broken; we fly in and sleep in 
the hay. Why don’t you come with us, 
Billee?” he chirped. 

“I’ve slept in my corner for three years. 
It is-a good place,” said Billee. 

“Come to our barn! Come with us,” 
coaxed the friendly birds. 

Billee shook his head. “I’m getting 
older ; J like this piazza. It is my home; 
I'll stay right here,” he decided. ; 

“You're foolish, Billee. Why stay in 
one place? A change is good for. any 
bird. You'd like our barn,” they chat- 
tered. a 

But Billee was a stubborn little fellow. 
“My cosy corner suits me,” he said. 

Away flew the merry flock and Billee 
tucked himself snugly away under the 
piazza eaves for a nap. - 

One day a truck came to Billee’s piazza 
and some men loaded it with chairs, 
tables, and beds. The house was empty; 
the yellow dog was gone; there were no 
crumbs for a hungry bird, and no smil- 
ing lady looked out at him each night. 

“Perhaps I made a mistake ; maybe the 
barn would: have been more fun,” sighed 
Billee. 

One night flying back to his piazza 
from a day in the Cedar Grove, he found 
the house brightly lighted. 

“It is nice to have folks in my house,” 
he chuckled. “I hope they’ll toss out 
crumbs, and’ be friendly.” 

It was not long before a small boy, 
looking up under the piazza eaves, saw 
the little brown heap that was sleepy 
Billee. He called his mother and big 
brother to the window. 

“It is a sparrow; he must sleep there,” 
decided their mother. 

“A cold place to sleep, I’ll say!” ex- 
claimed Big Brother. “We'll make him 
a house.” ; 

“And put in hay and some _ feathers 
from the hen house,” planned Small 
Brother, clapping his hands. - 

Billee heard the boys pounding in the 
garage and talking happily together. One 
evening when he flew to his. corner he 
found a comfortable bird house nailed 
up under the eaves. , 

Billee hesitated a minute, then he hop- 
ped in and looked about. He snuggled 
down in the new, warm nest and,chuckled 
contentedly : 

“This is nicer than a barn with broken 
windows. ‘I must have some good friends. 
If they made this ‘pretty red house for 
me, I know there’ll be crumbs and water 
when I’m hungry and want a bath. .I’m 
glad I stayed right here on my own 
piazza.” 

Then, because Billee was tired-from a 
long day’s flight about the fields, he 
tucked “his head under his brown wing 
and went sound asleep, a happy little 


bird who felt safe among his friends.. 


BrRooKvILLE, Mass. 
ye 


Dr. Pace’s Engagements 


ANY Sunpay Scnoor Times read- 
ers and others have enjoyed hearing 
Dr. E. J. Pace give Bible talks which 
he illustrates with cartoons similar to 
those appearing every week in the Times. 
His engagements for the coming months 
are as follows: 
July 1 to August 15—The New England 
States under the suspices of the Providence 
Bible Institute. 


September, 1931, to June, 1932.—Engagements 
on the Pacific Coast. 


Communications should be addresséd to 
Dr. E. J. Pace, Orlando, Fla. 
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P Who Are We y 


To Speak Against 
Our Lord’s 
Chosen People?” 














HIS is the striking question 

contained in a letter from a 
friend who is saddened because she 
meets On so many sides prejudice 
and hatred against the Jews. She 
says :— 


“As I learn more of the 
ews, I am _ more. interested 
in them. I hear friends ‘out- 
side of Christ speak in a 
harsh way of the Jewish peo- 
ple, and a few times I have 
had the chance to witness for 
Christ by defending the Jews. 
Who are we to speak against 
our Lord’s Chosen people?” 


And right here this dear friend 
has touched a vital chord in the 
harp strings of God’s revelation 
to His children. It is the old 
dilemma of Balaam. “How shall 
I curse whom God hath not 
cursed?” Numbers 23: 8. 


God says, “I have loved Jacob.” 
The ‘world says, “I have hated 
Jacob.” As a child of God, can 
you afford to hate, or even to be 
indifferent, where God has loved? 
This, at bottom, is the secret of 
the Jewish Mission appeal to God’s 
elect—that we must love what God 
loves. 


It is our ptivilege to be increas- 
ingly the channel through which 
the love of thousands of the Lord’s 
people is being passed on in a 
Gospel ministry which has in its 
scope not only the 4,000,000 Jews 
of America, but the “other sheep” 
in tne other important Jewish cen- 
ters of the world. May we invite 
also your fellowship? 


American Board of Missions 
to the Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Avenue, = Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















JUNIATA COLLEGE 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 
CHRISTIAN 
ACCREDITED 
COEDUCATIONAL 

This is a good time to go to a good 
college to prepare for a life of 
service. 

Strengthened faculty — large fa- 
cilities — expenses still moderate. 
Write for catalog or further infor- 
mation to 


CHARLES C, ELLIS, Ph.D., 






D.D. 
President 














The Soap That’s Known and 
Sold The World Around 


Cuticura 


Nothing Better for Daily Use 


Price 25c. Sample free. 
Address: “Cuticura,” Dept. 12B, Malden, Mass. 











In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this papér, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 





advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times, 
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For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, insued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 27 to August 2 


Mon.—Acts & : 26-40. 
The Ethiopian Converted. 
When God is truly leading us in soul- 
winning, he is working at both ends of 
the line. God arranged the unusual meet- 
ing between Philip and the Ethiopian 
grandee, After the interview Philip was 
whirled away to Azotus in a little rap- 
ture (vs. 30, 40). May the experience 
not be intended to indicate what we should 
be caught at when we are caught up? 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
Gospel on the air as reported in the Radio 
Directory of The Sunday’ School Times 
in its March 28 and May 3o issues; that 
stations which send aut the-~tnadrlter~ 
ated truth may be able to maintain their 
wave lengihé and have all financial needs 
supplied. 


Tues.—Jonah 1 : 1-10. 
A Disobedient Messenger. 

Jonah balked about witnessing because 
he didn’t want a revival,—a revivalized 
Nineveh eventually to destroy Israel. The 
modern church balks from pure indiffer- 
entism. “Av Lutherem pastor and editer.in 
Pennsylvania organized the largest Bible 
study class in his church to study evan- 
gelism. lt increased in attendance at first, 
but there was a decrease when the study 
turned into “How to Approach Péople,” 
and, ‘vhen a list’ of local prospects was 
presented, dribbled to seven. A question- 
naire to the quitters boiled down to this 
average answer, “We really enjoy study- 
ing about Christ’s plan of salvation, but 
we are not disposed to be the executors 
of it.” And yet witnessing is all Christ 
commands! (Acts 1:8.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
fifty girls in the Cairo, Egypt, Orphan- 
age established » John and Esther Fow- 
ler, and directed’ by Miss Smith, a work 
providentially begun and conducted, as 
described by Mr. Ernest Gordon in his 
“Survey” in the Times of April 18, 


Wed.—Isaiah 19 : 18-25. 
, Foreigners Converted. 
The passage looks beyond judgment 
to the eventual blessing Egypt will re- 
ceive when Christ sets up his kirizgdom on 
the earth. Some take the altar to mean 
the great eee memorial, the 
Gizeh pyramid. here are the mission- 
aries to the foreigners whom God has 
laced in our midskP More than thirty 
onah-like churches4in South Philadelphia 
have trekked to West Philadelphia, chiefly 
to get into afion-foreign atmosphere. 
Other cities are as guilty. Would big 
city governments be in the grip of Capone- 
ism and the like, if the church were mis- 
sionary at ity very doors? 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for Senor 
Santos (and his wife) of Caicara in 


Ske Melntral 
_D  CispeMayNewrSersey @- 


) A beautiful modern fire- 

proof hotel located directly 

on the ocean front. 

Outdoor ‘Sea Water Swimming 

Pool. Golf. Tennis. Surf Bathing 

Concert Orchestra. Modest Rates 
Saddle Horses 

George M. Boughton, Manager 























THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


YOU, too, 


V enesuela, whose life has been transformed 
by the Gospel which-he at one time bit- 
terly opposed, and who is “producing 
saints” now by his.evangelism; for all 
South American missions. 
Thurs.—Ephesians 2 : 11-22. 
Gentiles Become Fellow Citizens. 
Paganism, First or Twentieth Century, 
has “no hope” \(v. 12). -Uncertainty as 
to the future life characterizes ancient 
classical literature. To be out of Christ 
is to be in a spiritual condition very sim- 
ilar to actual death (v. 1). “Salvation 
is of the Jews” (John 4: 22), The world’s 
Redeemer is of that race, and to believe 
on him is to get under the cevenant of 
the promise (vy. 12), which is “to: the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek.” Christ’s 
is the only name wnereby we may be 


. , 
saved, that is, become a member of the 


true spiritual Israel. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
homes for Armenian refugee boys, and 
those for the destitute and sick in Greece. 
These were established by the late Mr. 
Christopher C. Thurber, who was buried 
with national honors by the nation in 
which he worked after his almost super- 
human rescue work during the World 
War. 

Fri—Acts 17:1-11. Opening the Scriptures. 

Opening the Scriptures and opening 
minds go together, and here is an ideéal 
illustration. It is our duty to open the 
Scriptures, and the Spirit’s work to open 
minds. Satan has a great assortment of 
mind padlocks, the most usable today be- 
ing Modernism. We ought always to 
maintain the Bérean mind, adaptable to 
any real new light, but keep on. “the hel- 
met of salvation,” which is Christ Jesus 
for safeguarding the intellect against 
error (Eph. 6:17). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
evangelizing work of the Rev. A. B. 
DeRoos in Mexico; for those who have 
on recent trips received nearly two thou- 
sand New Testaments; that the blood of 
eight believers, recently shot in cold blood 
by the Tarascan Indians, may truly be 
“the seed of the church,” 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 1 ; 18-25. 
The Word of Power. 
Canon Fausset says: “The deistic the- 
ory that man can by the light of nature 
discover his duty to God is disproved by 
the fact that man has never discovered 
it without revelation. All the stars and 
moon cannot make it day; that is the pre- 
rogative of the sun. Nor can nature’s 
highest gift make the moral day arise; 
that is office of Christ.” Christ cré- 
cified — the cross — is “the power of God” 
(v. 18); “Christ” alone is that power 
(v. 24), because “when the offence of the 
cross is removed, Christ is received in all 
his relations,” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
coming revival may relieve Great Britain 
of the drink evil. Mr. Ernest Gordon 
says that though one-third of the popu- 
lation of the Bermondsey section of Lon- 
don are children under twelve, seven 
times as much is spent there on drin 
as on milk. 


Sun.—Matthew 13:1-9. Sowing the Seed. 


There are some who would rather call 
this parable the “parable of the soils,” 
but the emphasis is on the sower. 
The Word of God is seed, and every 
Christian should be a sower, and con- 
tinually sow everywhere and by every 
means, by lip, by letter, by literature. 
Dr. Torrey preached, a scoffer heard, 
the Spirit produced conviction, and though 
the man went to the Moody Church, 
shaking his fist and crying, “Damn that 
text,” he got no rest till he surrendered. 
A Philadelphia man dropped a tract off 
a bridge, and a boatman was saved. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Manipur State Presbytery, representing 
50 churches, and jé00 Christians, under 
the North East India General Mission 
(1213 Pennsylvania Bldg., Philadelphia) ; 
for Dr. and Mrs. Crozier and the Rev. 
and Mrs. Rostad, ministering to these 
people on the field; for the headquarters 
stationed at Churachandpur, and for Mr. 
H. H. Coleman, General Secretary in 
his homeland deputation work; for the 
pressing need for supplies. 





Can be a 


Missionary «<< 


Project your influence inte-young, 


being 


in darkness and sin « - - 
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You may become a partner 
in the enduring woik of the. 


Moody Bible Institute through ~ 


our attractive Life Annuity 
Contracts. They yield as 
high as 10% for life, and 
when you are gone, your 
capital will continue to bear 
increasing dividends in the 
propagation of the Gospel. 


trained to carry the-message-of 
light and life to those whe are groping 


ODY~BRIBLE INSTITUTE 
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gesenaccnnnan: We Invite Your MGUMy --------2--- 


THE MOODY BIBLE INGTITUTE OF CHICAGO 
Bureau of Annuities, Dept. &.8.73, 153 Institute Place 
Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Ilinois 

Without obligation on my part, please tell me— 


How I may secure a 

CT generous and as- 
sured ineome during 
my life, and 


| How I may provide 
fer a survivor. 


Survivor's Date of Birth 
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